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Empowering 
landholders to create 
resilience to bushfires



Shire of Denmark 
• Shire of Denmark is 186,000 ha, of that 

108,000 ha is natural reserves 

• 70% of the Shire of Denmark is uncleared land 

• Denmark community is highly invested in its 

natural reserves 

• 25, 000ha managed by the Shire of Denmark 

• 30% is private property 

• 5967 population according to the 2016 census

• 147,000 visitors annually 

• 22 appliances 

• 426 Volunteers 



Snapshot ….2017

• No tenure blind  Bushfire Risk 
management plan 

• Zero bushfire ready groups 

• Denmark residents perceived as ill 
informed and apathetic to Bushfire risk 

• Little knowledge regarding risk 
exposure to assets 

• No community education on 
preparedness 

• Volunteers concerned about community 
& shire attitude to bushfire risk and Risk 
management 



Community priorities 

Strategic Community Plan 2027 
‘What is your plan for Denmark's future?’

• Bushfire Management and 
planning 

• Decision making and community 
engagement

• Housing Availability and affordability

• Development of Agricultura, Tourism 
and Small business

• Sustainable population and 
Development 

Our community told us they 
value…..

• Community education and fire 
prevention campaigns

• Protection of wildlife habitat and natural 
habitats 

• Diverse engagement options 

• Visionary leadership 

• Community engagement particularly at 
initiation of projects

• Social cohesion



• Bushfire Risk Planning 
Program

• Bushfire Resilience in the 
Great Southern 

• Holistic Community 
Resilience building 

• Bushfire Ready 

Denmark Now ……



Red cross 



A Shared Responsibility 
Fostering a shared responsibility

“Communities, individuals and households need to take on a 
greater responsibility for their own safety and to act on the 
advice and other cues given to them before and on the day of an 
emergency.”
(The National Strategy for Disaster resilience)  



“Community 
engagement is an 
essential ingredient in 
developing community 
resilience. It ensures 
that our communities 
feel empowered and 
confident that they can 
deal with emergency 
situations.”
(Government of South Australia, 2008, 
South Australian Fire and Emergency 
Services Commission)

Why engage with the community? 



Denmark Bushfire Ready  
VISION: To create a culture in Denmark where it is normal to be part of a 

Bushfire Ready group to create a safer more resilient community 

Shire of Denmark : 

8 Facilitators 

Total groups/street 

coordinators – 54



Structure Bushfire Ready Facilitators

Street Coordinators

(liaison/contact)

Group Members

Educate and Recruit

Support and Promote

Participate and Act

I.e. 

Local 

sports 

club 

Subject matter experts 

Club members

Residents of John Street/Area

Mrs Smith –

contact (S/C)

Access to LG, 

DFES, support,  

resources & latest 

information 

Orchard 

Growers 

Association 

Landowners



• Increased understanding and awareness of risks

• Safer, more resilient communities
❖ Fewer incidents

❖ Know how to prepare for emergencies 

❖ Know how to respond in an emergency 

• More realistic expectations

• Improved recovery  

Better outcomes for the community 



• Reduced dependency on Emergency 
Services

• Better prepared community members

• Better prepared properties 

• Communities have better 
understanding of the role of 
emergency services (more realistic 
expectations)

Better outcomes Emergency Services





Community education

Discover how you can prepare your household for an emergency at a dynamic Red 
Cross preparedness session. The session will help teach you how to prepare your 
mind and thoughts in an emergency so you can make better decisions.  It covers 
easy steps to planning and the need to identify important precious items before an 
emergency.

Filled with real-life anecdotes, facilitated discussions and activities, sessions are 
engaging and focus on practical ways you can get prepared. 

Date:      17 October 2019
Time: 6.00-7.30pm
Venue:   Denmark Reception Centre

953 South Coast Hwy
Denmark 

Cost:       FREE

Denmark Emergency 
Preparedness Session

99% of people felt 
better prepared to 

deal with an 
emergency after 

attending a session

Register
by contacting  Mel Haymont 

0898480350 or email
brpc@denmark.wa.gov.au





Great Southern Bushfire Ready Session
Train The Trainer



Fire and 
Biodiversity 



Hope in the Hills Bus tour 



Property planning 



FireWise Garden 



Firewise MUST become as 
well known as WaterwiseFirewise 

Demonst rat ion Garden 

www.armadale.wa.gov.au www.theforeverproject.com.au 

Making safe & sustainable landscapes. 

This Firewise, Wastewise and Waterwise garden installation  

is proudly supported by the City of Armadale  

and The Forever Project. 



Lasting 
Impact



Thankyou
Questions ?


