The Path of Pain —

a journey of resilience, healing and
reconciliation in bringing to light the real story

of Bernier and Dorre Island’s History
Kathleen Musulin, Jade Pervan, Deb Wilkes
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WARNING
This presentation may cause stress to some viewers.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander audiences are also advised that this presentation contains images of people who have passed away.
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We acknowledge the Wadjuk Noongar people of the lands on
which we are here today, and pay our respects to Elders,
past and present.



Medical incarcerations

1889-1931

\ 1892-1907
;ﬂiﬁj 982 mﬂlﬂ'}m Lazaret, Friday |sland
on the mainland near Darwin 2:;?;:?%

Lazaret, Dayman Island
in the Tomes Strait. QLD

1889-1892 ]

1931-1955

Leprasarium, Channel ksland,
via Darwin, NT

[1 923-1934

Leprosy compound, Derby, WA

1940-1973
Leprosarium, Fantome Island
in the Palm Islands group,
via Townaville, QLD

1919-early 1960s

Lock hospital, Port Hedland, WA

B 1936-1986
Leprosarium, “Bungarun™ via Derby, WA
1910-1931 e
L._umml, various sites [ ]
va Cossack WA | £ 25 September 1941
L The Leper Line, WA

1928-1945

Lock hospital, Fantome Island
in the Pelm Islands group,
via Townaville, QLD

1907-1959 ]
Lazaret, Lazaret, Peel Island,

Moraton Bay, QLD

1911-1928 -
Lock hoapital, Barambah, QLD

1908-1919
Lock hospitals,
Bernier and Dorre Islands,
via Carnarvon, W

Image courtesy Melissa Sweet



Family fragmentation and
dislocation- Loss of identity,

culture and connectedness.

Health - Mental, Physical ,

Emotional

Social Indicators - poverty,
education, housing,
employment, incarceration

and mortality rates
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The removal of people for the Lock

Hospitals has led to the dislocation of
generations of people from their families,
communities and country, and they were
_part of a pattern of events and policies

/’th'a't served to-interrupt people’s ability to

Ei _care for country.

Many family members and communities
never knew what happened to their people
(‘they were just taken away'). For many
people this led to the loss of identity,
culture and connectedness and caused

- mental, physical and emotional trauma.




1905 Act — Prisoner Patients
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MEDICAL TREATMENT ‘606’




MISSION STATEMENT

To develop, construct and install a culturally appropriate memorial and healing place in Carnarvon,
that recognises and acknowledges the neglected history of the Aboriginal men and women who
were part of the Lock Hospitals Project between 1908 and 1918/9 on Bernie and Dorre Islands.

OF PALN’

LOCK HOSPITALS
MEMORIAL PROJECT

Many ideas and comments were put forward by the group. One comment summed
up what a memorial should be, it “needs to be an experience” and “Needs fo be a
whole lot of things”. A reminder comment felt that it “Need to tell the story/remember

the people that lived this story”.

There was general agreement that should be more than one memorial and that there
should also be a walk trail with acknowledgement along the way. “One thing alone
cannot tell the whole story”.



How Local Government Can Support
Historical Truth Telling

Whose story is it?

Elected Member support can provide
credibility for the project — take regular
updates to Council or have an Elected
Member attend meetings

Provide administrative support
Auspice and/or apply for grants

Provide display in the Library/Town
Amenities

Assist with promotion of events, stories or
activities through already established
channels (Webpage, social media)



Acknowledgment and Truth

Jade Pervan (nee stingem...

Visiting the ancestors on and
Islands. . Tragic

history but beautiful memorial sign.

Acknowledgement, memorialisation and
commemoration has a real role to play in the
essential healing process and reparation. The

Carnarvon and Bernier and Dorre Islands
memorials aim to acknowledge this story,
provide a platform for truth telling of past acts,
promote and protect the heritage places
through cultural heritage tourism while
providing healing for the communities
affected.

Jade Pervan (nee stingemor...

The memorial signs of the story of the
Lock Hospitals are now up. Follow the &
Carnarvon town jetty across Whitlock Ceremony acknowledges
and Babbage Islands to One Mile Jetty to tragic history of WA ‘lock
see them all. Thanks to Bianca McNeir hospitals'

for her artwork and Jessica Stingemore i
and Coresigns for the signs.

IMAGE VIDED

The WA Government and the Shire of Carnarvon have acknowledged the history, with the Government in the process of building a
permancnt memorial statue on the cliffs looking out to the 1slands.

"We accept that this was a really hormific piece of Western Australian history,” Regional Development Minister Alannah MacTicrman
said.

"There's justice in just the truth being brought out and being acknowledged."
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“n memory of more than 700 Aboriginal people forcibly

removed from their traditional lands for the
Lock Hospital experiments ...

Many died under deplorable conditions
and are buried here.

. From the descendents of those who passed through
T these hospitals between 1908 and 1919, and
the local Aboriginal people.
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