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Bushfire Risk Management Plan

The City of Cockburn developed the states first BRMP

BRMP gave access to grants for fire mitigation

Identified areas were property/infrastructure interfaces with bushland.
Assessed sites for level of fire risk to life, property and infrastructure
ldentify environmental values associated with the vegetation at each site

Select activities needed to alleviate risk and the possible environmental
Impact associated with each activity .

Work with DFES/staff to determine acceptable treatment
Quotations vs Budget

Finalise plan and deliver works

Review works and reassess sites for mitigation success



Bushfire Risk Management Plan =

Planning

Tier 2
Tier 1 treatments +
Controlled Access
Firebreak Maintenance
Chemical Weed Control

Tier 3
Tier 2 treatments +
Mechanical Weed Control

Tier 4
Tier 3 treatments +
Prescribed Burning
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Stakeholders

« Cockburn residents

 DFES

* Volunteer Fire Brigades

 Contractors

 Media and Communications

« State Government Departments

« Schools and Universities

« Kings Park

* Neighbouring Councils (South West Regional Working Group)

e
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Mitigation Actions
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Educate and inform residents
Fire break pruning ( 3.5 wide x 4m high) in November
Fencing reserves

Install imestone on fire breaks
Slashing grasses

 Chemical weed control

« Woody weed removal

e Selective removal of small diameter fuel loads §
e Separating ladders fuels

e Controlled burns with mandatory 2 year follow up on weed control




Educate and Inform

Reduces

risk on private property

City of Cockburn Fire Control Order
Effective from 10 May 2018
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Orders

Denis De Young Reserve

Fire Response Plans
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DFES Information Kits
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Bushfire risk ©

Watch later

[l | Howito prepare your. family for fire (U]

u Watch Etir

) Whattodoif a bushfire threatens Yo © lad
A Watch later  Share

Info Videos
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Compliant Firebreaks
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 All reserves required firebreaks (3.5 wide x 4m high)

« Works to be completed by 15t November and maintained
through to 315t April
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Limestone Firebreaks

wetlands to waves

All City managed conservation reserves have limestone firebreaks.
Provides better access to firefighting vehicles (reduced risk)
Less maintenance (added benefit reduces dieback spread)
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Fencing Reserves
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* Prevents unauthorised vehicle access thus reducing fire risk
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Slashing Grasses

 Reduces fuel load access and fire intensity
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Chemical Weed Control
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Reduces fuel load, removes weeds, improves visual
amenity

B2

Yangebup Lake

Bibra Lake

e

Manning Park
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Woody Weed Removal



City of
Cockburn

Selective Removal of Vegetation
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Thinning, reduces fuel load
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Separating Ladder Fuels

» Selective removal of middle or lower stories
* Prevent sufficient heat to sustain canopy fire




Controlled Burns @

« Reduces fuel load, reduces weeds, improves vegetation condition

* Funding for 2 years weed control.
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Initiatives

» Grass Tree fuel load reduction

« Compare & Contrast Burn and Prune

 Fire promoted flowering and seed germination
» Delayed flowering response from manual.
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Initiatives

« Partnership with Kings Park
« Compare different weed events at burn sites

« 20 year trial g

Yangebup Lake




City of
Cockburn

Qutcome/Conclusions

 Make sure you have a current BRMP to fund and pre-plan works
 Collaboration between stakeholders essential

Educating and informing community and contractors of
environmental and social values for each site so no adverse impacts
are experienced

A integrated delivery of activities needed
Regular monitoring of activities being delivered
Be mindful of late seasonal events

Be willing to try new initiatives

e
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Sometimes nothing helps




Matt Kennewell
Environmental Supervisor
T 08 9411 3444

cockburn.wa.gov.au

fiviol&

Thank you
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