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Roads  

Condition Assessment of Roads of Regional Significance 

Through a contract with Australian Road Research Board (ARRB) a visual condition survey 

covering strategically significant roads (ROADS 2040) in the Wheatbelt Region is being 

undertaken.  Field work was completed in October.  Data analysis and reporting is now underway.  

In addition to regional level reporting, the data will be uploaded to each Local Government’s RAMM 

road asset management data base and video data provided.  This project is funded through the 

State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement and builds on projects recently completed in 

the Mid West, Great Southern and Goldfields - Esperance regions. 

WALGA is working with ARRB to plan a training workshop for the Wheatbelt to accompany release 

of the project completion report. The training will assist Local Governments to utilise the project 

outcomes to optimise the design of their works programs to improve network condition. 

Local Government Transport and Roads Research and Innovation Program 

WALGA and Main Roads WA are developing a research program that will deliver practical 

guidance for Local Governments to enhance productivity and identify best practice initiatives. A 

scope of work for prioritised projects has been developed and approved.  Proposed project budgets 

are now being developed by ARRB for review by the end of 2023. 

WALGA Road Visual Condition Assessment Manual Update 

WALGA is working with the IPWEA WA Asset Management Committee to review and update the 

Road Visual Condition Assessment Manual, originally published in 2016. The Manual provides the 

guidelines for the manual collection of visual surface condition data and has been used widely 

across WA. The update is forecast to be completed by mid-2023. 

Transport and Roads Forum 2023 

WALGA has commenced early planning for the next Transport and Roads Forum. Program 

planning is progressing, and proposed speakers have begun to be contacted. It is intended that 

the Forum take place Wednesday, 8 March 2023 and will be run as a joint event with the WALGA 

Field Day, in which various machinery, equipment and services are displayed by suppliers. The 

event will be held at Canning Show Grounds. 

Temporary Traffic Management / Roadworks Signage 

Local Governments play an important role in coordinating temporary traffic management at 

roadworks on Local Government roads, but may lack experience in determining best practices for 

temporary traffic management at roadworks sites. To support the uptake of best practices in 

temporary traffic management in Local Government in regional areas, WALGA is partnering with 

Main Roads WA to provide an opportunity for Local Government officers to accompany Main 

Roads WA personnel on site visits to roadworks projects.  

WALGA State Budget Submission 

As in previous years, WALGA has prepared a state budget submission on behalf of the sector. 

This submission raises a broad range of issues. Two of the highest profile transport-related issues 

are a request to return the funding provided to Local Governments under the State Road Funds to 

Local Government Agreement to 27% of the total available revenue; and support for the Mid Tier 

Transit network, which was developed by a grouping of metropolitan Local Governments.  
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Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Fund, Phase 4 

The Federal Government is continuing the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Fund into 

its Phase 4. The total available funds under Phase 4 is $750 million, comprised of $500 million 

from the Phase 3 Extension, and an additional commitment of $250 announced through the 

2022-23 Budget. Local Governments will be able to access funding from the LRCI Program 

Phase 4 from 1 July 2023, with projects to be delivered by 30 June 2025. Nominations will open in 

2023.  

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 

The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Council has released proposed guidelines that will support the 

operation of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2021 for public comment. Submissions will close on Friday 

6 January 2023. The Council has been working with all stakeholders to design the guidelines and 

WALGA has been participating by providing submissions on advice from a working group. The 

guidelines are likely to impact the planning requirements for improvement projects. The Council is 

holding a series of workshops across the State. 

Road Safety 

Road Safety Ratings for Local Government Roads Project 

WALGA recently held consultation workshops across WA, which gave Local Governments the 

opportunity to provide input on how best to develop a new tool or adapt an existing tool to evaluate 

the safety of Local Government roads. These workshops provided very useful information to inform 

the direction of the project and support the adaptation or development of a tool to best suit the 

needs of Local Governments. Now in the development phase of the project, WALGA is in the 

process of developing/adapting a tool. WALGA will pilot the new tool in the first two quarters of 

2023 and has identified five interested Local Governments to participate. 

Road Safety Council Update 

The Road Safety Council (RSC) at their meeting held on 16 September, considered matters such 

as the 2023-24 Road Trauma Trust Account budget process, the Report on Activities 2021-22 that 

is tabled in Parliament each year in accordance with Section 13 of the RSC Act 2022, the RAC 

member priorities tracker results survey and the results of the annual review survey of RSC 

members.  

The RSC also received an update from the new Chair (Katie Hodson-Thomas) along with 

presentations, from: the RAC on the Safer Speeds Trial Project, WALGA on WALGA’s Perspective 

on Speed Management, and the Road Safety Commission on the Safety Camera Trial and 

eRideables. 

Road Safety Commission eRideable Regulatory Review 

The Road Safety Commission is conducting a review of the regulations introduced in 

December 2021, permitting the use of eRideable devices on the public road network in Western 

Australia. At WALGA’s request, the Commission has agreed to consult Local Governments as part 

of this review and has invited several Local Government officers to attend a workshop being held 

at the Commission’s offices. The Commission has also released a public survey. The review report 

is due to be finalised in November.  

 


