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Roads  

Condition Assessment of Roads of Regional Significance 

Funding has been provided through the State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement to 

perform visual condition surveys and video of Significant sealed roads (ROADS 2040). The first 

two phases of this project, covering the Mid West, Great Southern and Goldfields - Esperance 

regions have been completed. Australian Road Research Board (ARRB) have been appointed for 

the next phase covering the Wheatbelt region and work has commenced. 

Local Government Transport and Roads Research and Innovation Program 

WALGA and Main Roads are developing a research program that will deliver practical guidance 

for Local Governments to enhance productivity and identify best practice initiatives. An operations 

team of Local Government and Main Roads practitioners have identified and prioritised projects 

for the program. WALGA and Main Roads are developing the scope of works for the selected 

projects and project work will commence in the next quarter. 

WALGA Road Visual Condition Assessment Manual Update 

WALGA is working with the IPWEA WA Asset Management Committee to review and update the 

Road Visual Condition Assessment Manual, originally published in 2016. The Manual provides the 

guidelines for the manual collection of visual surface condition data and has been used widely 

across WA. The update is forecast to be completed by November/December 2022. 

Transport and Roads Forum 2023 

WALGA has commenced early planning for the next Transport and Roads Forum. It is intended 

that the Forum take place in March 2023 and will be run as a joint event with the WALGA Field 

Day, in which various road-working machinery is displayed by suppliers. The event will be held at 

Canning Show Grounds. 

Funding 

State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement  

The current Agreement expires in June 2023 and negotiations for a new Agreement are 

proceeding. The sector is represented and led in the negotiation process by the Local Government 

delegates to SAC with input from the Regional Road Group Chairs and a reference group of senior 

Local Government officers. Decisions regarding a proposed agreement will need to be made by 

State Council with input from the Zones later in 2022.  WALGA and Main Roads are meeting 

fortnightly to facilitate the process. The State Government has indicated that a new agreement 

should provide an increased focus on Aboriginal employment, use of recycled materials and road 

safety. 

Urban and Regional Transport 

Local Government Cycling Reference Group 

WALGA will reconvene the Local Government Cycling Reference Group in September 2022, to 

seek feedback from Local Government officers on key matters for advocacy concerning cycling 

and eRideables. 
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Road Safety 

Road Safety Ratings for Local Government Roads Project 

As part of a project to develop a new tool or adapt an existing tool to evaluate the safety of Local 

Government roads, WALGA recently held consultation workshops across WA. These workshops 

provided very useful information to inform the direction of the project and support the adaptation 

or development of a tool to best suit the needs of Local Governments. With this information as a 

basis, WALGA will begin the process of developing/adapting a tool. WALGA will pilot the new tool 

in the first two quarters of 2023 and are currently seeking interested Local Governments to 

participate. 

Demonstration Project – Local Government Road Safety Management System 

The Shire of Manjimup, one of three Local Governments that WALGA has worked with for this 

demonstration project, endorsed a Road Traffic Safety Policy at their July Council meeting. This is 

a major achievement towards embedding good practice road safety into the strategic and 

operational business of the Council. This work and the demonstration project will be showcased at 

the Australasian Road Safety Conference in September. 

Road Safety Council Update 

The Road Safety Council met on 29 June. The Minister responsible for road safety, the Hon Paul 

Papalia MLA, attended the meeting to introduce Ms Katie-Hodson-Thomas as the newly appointed 

Chair of the Road Safety Council. The Minister also thanked the outgoing Chair, Mr Iain Cameron, 

and reflected on his remarkable contribution to road safety. The Road Safety Council 

acknowledged Mr Cameron’s leadership and welcomed Ms Hodson-Thomas. Other matters 

considered at the meeting, included: a planned review of the regulations for eRideables, further 

discussion on the governance of the Road Trauma Trust Account, and a presentation from Main 

Roads WA on the benefits of decreasing speed limits. 


