
STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
ON ROAD CONSTRUCTION

PROJECTS



VEGETATION CLEARING PERMIT APPLICATION

The Shire of Manjimup applying for permits

• Flora & Fauna surveys x 2 – spring and autumn
• Provide shape files and others
• Fees – currently pay $2,400 for purpose permit
• Specific identification of trees to be removed
• Land tenure, proof of ownership
• Proof of considered alternatives to removing

trees or reducing number of trees to be
removed

• Offsets



CURRENT STATUS OF VEGETATION CLEARING
PERMITS FOR SHIRE OF MANJIMUP

 Old Vasse Rd – 1 approved and 1 pending
 Channybearup Rd – 1 pending
 Wheatley Coast Rd - withdrawn due to alternative design to keep the trees,

signage and edge line marking etc as per safety audit recommendation.

 North Walpole Rd – 1 approved Oct 2019 to Nov 2024
 Mordalup Rd – 1 pending
 Manjimup Lawn Cemetery – 1 pending
 Northcliffe Cemetery – 1 pending



Gravel Reserves



Quinninup Lot 13916, 9.5ha

 Previous gravel pit used by the Shire

 Was previously purposed for ‘Gravel and
Parkland Rehabilitation’, in the process of
changing purpose to ‘Conservation’

 Vegetation (mainly Karri) estimated to be 50+
years old

VEGETATION OFFSET - EXISTING



VEGETATION OFFSET - EXISTING

Walpole Lot 16766 , 2ha
 previous gravel pit used by the Shire
 was previously purposed for ‘Gravel’, has now

been changed to ‘Conservation’
 Vegetation (mainly Karri) estimated to be 50+

years old



VEGETATION OFFSET - REVEGETATION

Manjimup Lot 51, 6ha

 Previous use for airfield infrastructure by the Shire

 Was previously purposed for ‘Public Purposes’ - to
be changed to ‘Conservation’

 Old farm land, currently used for harvesting hay

 Will be available for revegetation offset



CONTEXT SENSITIVE DESIGN

Context sensitive design asks questions about the need and
purpose of the transportation project, and then equally
addresses safety, mobility and the preservation of scenic,
aesthetic, historic, environmental, and other community
values. Context sensitive design involves a collaborative,
interdisciplinary approach in which citizens are part of the
design team



CONTEXT SENSITIVE DESIGN

The Austroads Guide to Road Design moves away from rigid design
limits as the basis for achieving these goals, and promotes the
concept of ‘context-sensitive design’.
The intention is to allow designers the flexibility to exercise their
critical, engineering judgement, for example, by choosing design
values outside of normally accepted limits when prevailing
constraints require, provided that they recognise their responsibility
to be able to produce strong, defensible evidence in support of that
judgement.



Typical road width a 7m seal using table drain

• Typically requires up to 15m clear of vegetation from back of
drain to back of drain

• This does not include any clear zone as specified in the Austroads
Standards

• Vegetation clearing works can be $10,000’s



Typical road width a 7m seal using concrete kerb

• From back of drain to back of drain will require 12m clear of
vegetation

• Incurs extra cost for kerb install, but no vegetation clearing
• Possible to retain vegetation
• Gets project completed to satisfaction of stakeholders and within

compliance



CHANNYBEARUP ROAD -
MRWA REGIONAL ROAD GROUP FUNDED

2040 ROADS OF SIGNIFICANCE





Kerb installation for drainage (as opposed to a
table drain) preserves trees and their root
systems. This approach may involve changes to
the road geometry.



Simple techniques using recommendations from the
Road Safety Audit and addressing Austroads
Standards



STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
ON ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

If road construction design requires vegetation removal:
 Consider alternative design
 When applying for Vegetation Clearing Permit, apply well in advance of

on-ground works, say 2 years
 Have flora and/or fauna (spring and autumn) survey ready to go with

application



STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
ON ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

If road construction design requires vegetation removal:
 Be prepared with Reserves already proposed for ‘Conservation’ –

existing vegetation or sites suitable for revegetation
 Use engineering techniques alongside proven arboricultural or

horticultural principles to retain vegetation while still meeting
Austroads Standards

 Be prepared and work with funding provider in advance



QUESTIONS


