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Training Grants for Local Government Staff as part of the Animal 

Welfare in Emergencies Grant Program 
 

What are the Training Grants? 

The Animal Welfare in Emergencies Grant Program is funded by the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) to promote Preparedness, Response and 

Recovery capacity building for animal welfare in emergencies in Local Governments.  

Training is being offered as part of the Grant Program to support capacity building in Local 

Government, by providing funding for officers to attend training at the Muresk Institute to 

enhance their skills and knowledge in safely dealing with animals during an emergency. 

Presentation focuses include livestock health and welfare, State Support Plan, fauna handling, 

containment and transport, and a workshop on Local Plans. 

The Muresk Institute provides training, research and knowledge on modern agriculture and 

delivers a number of accredited training course at their Northam campus. 

Experience has shown that Local Governments officers often engage in animal welfare 

activities in an emergency. The three-day course is tailored to Local Governments and their 

role in emergencies and incorporates compliance with animal welfare regulations, low stress 

livestock and fauna handling, and theory and practical training in wildlife rescue. 

Background on the Local Government Animal Welfare in Emergencies Grant Program 

Research indicates that the human-animal bond plays a critical role in an animal owners’ 

compliance with emergency response directions, such as evacuating and preparation 

activities, and can lead to risk-taking behaviour causing dangerous or fatal consequences. 

The grant program seeks to improve the animal’s chances of survival and recovery, and to 

increase the safety and resilience of communities, through preparedness activities.     

The Grant Program aims to support the State Support Plan-Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

(2019) which:  

• defines the roles and responsibilities for animal welfare in response to, and to recover 

from, emergencies for all hazards  

• provides a framework for the coordination between government agencies, 

nongovernment agencies, industry, the community and owners or carers of animals. 

What does the training grant cover? 
The grant covers the cost of the training at the Muresk Institute for Local Governments Officers, 

as well as food and accommodation. Local Governments are responsible for all associated 

travel costs.  

There are three opportunities to attend the training course in this funding round. Each course 

is limited to 15 people, with 45 positions available in total. Applicants are required to indicate 

their preferred course date in their application.  

Links to the Muresk Institute’s Training Course brochure and course outline are available on 

the WALGA website, as well as details about accommodation.  

 

 

 

 

https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans/Documents/InterimStateSupportPlanAnimalWelfareinEmergencies.pdf
https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans/Documents/InterimStateSupportPlanAnimalWelfareinEmergencies.pdf
https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans/Documents/InterimStateSupportPlanAnimalWelfareinEmergencies.pdf
https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans/Documents/InterimStateSupportPlanAnimalWelfareinEmergencies.pdf
https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans/Documents/InterimStateSupportPlanAnimalWelfareinEmergencies.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/Policy-Advice-and-Advocacy/Emergency-Management/Animal-Welfare-in-Emergencies-Grant-Program
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Key dates  

    

Applications open  

 

Tuesday, 18 January 

Applications close  

 

Friday, 18 February  

Successful applicants notified  

 

Early March 

Training – Course 1 

 

Wednesday, 30 March to Friday, 1 April 

Training – Course 2  

 

Monday, 4 April to Wednesday, 6 April 

Training – Course 3 

 

Wednesday, 11 May to Friday, 13 May 

 

How to apply  
Application forms are available on the WALGA website. Completed application forms must be 

submitted to the WALGA Resilient Communities team at em@walga.asn.au by  

5pm Friday, 18 February. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered.  

Who is eligible to apply?  
All Western Australian Local Governments are eligible to apply. Applications should be made 

by a manager or coordinator on behalf of their staff where possible.   

Local Government staff who have a direct or indirect role in safeguarding animal welfare in 

emergencies are encouraged to apply to attend the training. This includes, but is not limited 

to: Emergency Management Officers, Community Safety Officers, Local Government 

appointed Community Emergency Services Managers and Rangers. 

Please note that applicants can only apply with one Local Government (i.e. Rangers 

contracted between multiple Local Governments can only apply once).  

There is no limit on the number of applicants from any one Local Government.  

Local Governments that were successful in the 2021 round of training and have received 

reimbursement are eligible to apply in this round also. 

Applications from organisations, groups or individuals who are not representative of a Local 

Government are ineligible for the grant. This includes:  

• State Government departments or agencies  

• Registered businesses  

• Not-for-profit organisations  

• Community groups  

• Individuals. 

How will applications be assessed?  
Applications will be assessed by a panel consisting of representatives from WALGA and 

DPIRD based on the criteria set out below.  

 

Assessment criteria and weighting  
Applications MUST address ALL the following criteria:  

mailto:em@walga.asn.au
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Criteria  Value  Description  

Demonstrated need 40% The extent to which there is an identified need 

for the Local Government to receive training by 

demonstrating: 

• A history of incidents involving animal welfare 

• Assessed level of risk  

Capacity building 20%  The extent to which the training builds capacity 

of the Local Government to respond to an 

animal welfare incident during an emergency 

Relevance 20% The extent to which the training will enhance 

and strengthen work already being undertaken 

by the Local Government 

Leadership   20%  The extent to which the training will translate to 

knowledge development and capacity building 

across the sector 

 

What happens when applications close?  
 Applications close 5pm Friday, 18 February. 

 

1. DPIRD and WALGA will review applications and fill places in the three courses 

2. WALGA will liaise with Local Governments where only a portion of applicants from the 

Local Government can attend to preference attendees 

3. Successful applicants will receive formal notice via email in early March outlining their 

assigned dates and the next steps, including securing accommodation at the Muresk 

Institute. Final decisions may be subject to further review if places become available 

later. 

4. Local Governments will provide notice of their intent to attend their assigned dates via 

email to em@walga.asn.au  

5. Successful applicants will pay for the training package at a cost of $3,135 (incl. GST) 

per attendee for their assigned date before attending 

6. Attend the Training on your assigned date, and 

7. Seek reimbursement through WALGA for the full cost for the training by providing a copy 

the following documents no later than one month after the completion of the training to 

support reimbursement: 

• a copy of the tax invoice from the Muresk Institute 

• a tax invoice addressed to WALGA for reimbursement of the cost of the training, 
and 

• any photos of attendees at the course that can be utilised for promotional 
purposes.  

 
WALGA will acquire a record of attendance from the Muresk Institute.  

 
Unsuccessful applicants will be informed by email.  

 

Terms and conditions  

Prior to attending training, successful Local Governments will be required to provide written 

notice of their intent to have staff attend the training, with confirmation of the dates given. 

mailto:em@walga.asn.au
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As noted, successful applicants will be required to pay for the training package at a cost of 

$3,135 (incl. GST) and then seek reimbursement following attendance at the training.  

COVID-19 Considerations 

Should conditions and requirements change in regards to COVID-19 and vaccination 

requirements, you will be notified via email of any changes, postponement or cancellation of 

the training at the earliest convenience.  

Acknowledging the WA Government’s support  

All communications relating to the Grant Program must display the DPIRD logo. The DPIRD 

logo must be applied to all material to acknowledge the support provided.   

A guide for the correct application of logos can be viewed within the Common Badging 

Guidelines and State Coat of Arms rules of depiction.   

In the instance that a logo acknowledgement cannot be included, the following statement can 

be applied.   

“The Animal Welfare in Emergencies Grant program is delivered by the [insert Local  

Government] with support from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development.”  

Privacy  
Any personal information about your or a third party in your application will be collected by 

WALGA for the purposes of administering your grant application and informing the WA State 

Government of successful applications.  

Additional information and Enquiries  
Additional information is available at the grant page on WALGA’s website or by emailing  

WALGA’s Resilient Communities Team via em@walga.asn.au.    

  

  

  

   

 

Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD) 
 

Brett Hopley 
State Animal Welfare in Emergencies 
Coordinator, Incident and Emergency 
Management 
 

Phone: 0438 377 320 
 

Email: Brett.Hopley@dpird.wa.gov.au   

Western Australian Local Government 
Association (WALGA) 
 
Cassandra Mora 
A/Senior Policy Advisor Emergency 
Management, Resilient Communities 
 
Phone: 9213 2044 
 
Email: cmora@walga.asn.au  

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/common-badging
https://walga.asn.au/cmsctx/pv/kholland@walga.asn.au/culture/en-AU/wg/b9f7c9b3-7728-4d8f-87e2-51646025513c/h/c789483446557de26db76b19278234d0cbe39b7f068f33f088ddbe7d9343293a/-/cms/getdoc/defa6e97-6fde-411e-a3d5-7ca68ab6e8ed/pv.aspx
https://walga.asn.au/cmsctx/pv/kholland@walga.asn.au/culture/en-AU/wg/b9f7c9b3-7728-4d8f-87e2-51646025513c/h/c789483446557de26db76b19278234d0cbe39b7f068f33f088ddbe7d9343293a/-/cms/getdoc/defa6e97-6fde-411e-a3d5-7ca68ab6e8ed/pv.aspx
mailto:em@walga.asn.au
mailto:Brett.Hopley@dpird.wa.gov.au
mailto:cmora@walga.asn.au

