
CYCLING IN THE 
BUNBURY- GEOGRAPHE 

REGION 
HAVE YOUR SAY!

The Greater Bunbury Regional Bicycle Master Plan, developed in 2012, is getting a 
refresh. The new plan intends to set out a range of aspirational, long-term cycling routes 
for development over the next three decades.   
 
The Department of Transport is hosting four drop-in sessions to allow the community to 
voice any ideas they have for improving cycling in the Greater Bunbury area. 

The sessions are open to people of all ages and experience levels.

Tuesday 18 April
 
Session 1

•   Time: 12:30pm – 3:30pm
•   Location: Harvey Recreation Centre (Tom Latch Drive, Harvey)

 
Session 2

•   Time: 5:00pm – 8:00pm 
•   Location: Eaton Recreation Centre (18 Recreation Drive, Eaton)

 
Wednesday 19 April

Session 3
•   Time: 12:30pm – 3:30pm
•   Location: Shire of Capel Council Chambers (31 Forrest Road, Capel)

Session 4
•   Time: 5:00pm – 8:00pm 
•   Location: City of Bunbury Administration Building (4 Stephen Street, Bunbury)

Participants can attend whichever session is most convenient.

If you are unable to attend the above sessions but would still like to provide feedback, 
please email james.pearse@transport.wa.gov.au

For more information, please visit: http://www.swdc.wa.gov.au/ 
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WABN COMMUNIQUÉ 
Issue 1 | July 2017

Welcome
Welcome to the first Western Australian Bicycle Network (WABN) Communique. 

These Communiques are a new initiative that will be developed and circulated following Implementation 
Reference Group meetings group members and their respective affiliates to provide public information 
and updates on key actions within the WABN Plan 2014-2031.

To provide feedback on this edition, or to suggest updates for future versions contact the DoT Cycling 
Team via cycling@transport.wa.gov.au 

Cycling Infrastructure Governance
In 2015, the Office of the Auditor General released its report Safe and Viable Cycling in the Perth 
Metropolitan Area. Recommendations in this report focused on ensuring robust governance 
arrangements and providing adequate resources needed for the design, planning, construction and 
delivery of a complete cycling network. 

The Transport Portfolio undertook to progress a number of actions in response to the report, one of 
which was to finalise a functional review to ensure that the needs of cycling for transport are well covered 
by the portfolio agencies to deliver the actions within the WABN.

The functional review and supporting proposal were approved by the Transport Portfolio Governance 
Council in January 2017 and as a result a new reference group, the Cycling Operations Reference Group 
(CORG) has been created to ensure a forum for the discussion of operational priorities

Cycling participation rates
The release of the results from the Australian Bicycle Council’s (ABCs) 2017 National Cycling Participation 
Survey in June has highlighted that Perth, along with other capital cities within Australia, has experienced 
a plateauing of cycling participation.  

The Transport Portfolio’s bicycle count data results for 2015/16 demonstrated that Perth experienced a 
decline in cycling participation with data collected on the principal shared path (PSP) network near the 
Perth CBD showing an 8 per cent decline in weekday trips and a 9 per cent decline for weekend trips. 

This trend appears to have continued in 2016/17 with preliminary count data showing further declines 
across many counter locations. Work to consolidate this data is underway with a final report anticipated 
to be made available on the Department of Transport’s website later this year.   

While there has been a statistically significant decrease in the level of cycling participation across 
Australia between 2011 and 2017, results from the ABC’s 2017 National Cycling Participation Survey 
indicate that WAs cycling participation is still significantly above the national average, particularly when 
measured over the past year.

A copy of the 2015/16 bicycle count data is available on the Department of Transport’s website.

Perth’s cycle network is monitored by 41 permanent bicycle counters on paths across the metropolitan 
area, including 11 that surround the CBD.

mailto:james.pearse%40transport.wa.gov.au?subject=Greater%20Bunbury%20Regional%20Bicycle%20Master%20Plan%20Feedback
http://www.swdc.wa.gov.au/
mailto:cycling@transport.wa.gov.au
http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/activetransport/statistics-and-monitoring.asp


Safe Active Streets Update 
Officially launched in October 2015, the Safe Active Streets Program has reached a number of significant 
milestones over the past two years.  The three-original bike boulevard pilot projects are well advanced 
with the Department working closely with two of the local councils on early works for second stages. 

City of Vincent: The Shakespeare Street Bike Boulevard, the first of its kind in WA was officially opened 
in November 2016. Stage Two of the project has recently been approved by the City of Vincent, with 
concept design and community consultation set to begin shortly.

City of Bayswater: Stage one of the Leake Street and May Street Bike Boulevard is nearing practical 
completion with minor works being finalised. Design of Stage Two is underway.

City of Belmont: Construction has commenced on Surrey Street.,

The success of the pilot projects is encouraging more local authorities to set-up bike boulevards with five 
other local authorities now with funding for planning and concept design of their own projects.

THE NATIONAL WORKSHOP
After opening WA’s first bike boulevard in late 2016, the Department of Transport organised and hosted 
the first National Safe Active Streets Workshop in March this year.

The Minister for Transport, Rita Saffioti, opened the two-day workshop and acknowledged the 200 
guests who had travelled from within WA, interstate and from overseas to participate in the event, which 
enabled discussion and knowledge sharing about safe active streets and bike boulevard initiatives.

The workshop included site visits to three of our nation-leading bike boulevard projects, presentations 
from counterparts across Australia and sessions with Mark Wagenbuur, an internationally renowned 
Dutch cycling blogger who shared his global perspectives on cycling.

A summary report of the workshop can be downloaded from the Safe Active Streets web page on the 
Department of Transport website.

For copies of the presentations please email cycling@transport.wa.gov.au

PSP Expansion Program
The PSP Expansion Program is a key recommendation of the WABN Plan. 

In 2016/17, $29.5 million was spent to deliver 9 kilometres of PSP which has helped to provide 
connectivity along the Kwinana Freeway, Mitchell Freeway, Fremantle line and a significant portion of the 
Midland line. 

Further cycling funding will be announced in September as part of the 2017/18 budget announcements 
and we are hopeful that the Governments strong election commitments relating to cycling infrastructure 
will be realised through the allocation of necessary funding. 

Trip Planner and Hazard Reporting App Update

The use of online journey planning tools, such as the Transperth Journey Planner application, help people 
make informed choices about their mode of travel and actively encourage non-car trips.

We are currently investigating the development of a multi-modal journey planner tool to assist with trip 
planning by bicycle, walking and public transport.

This project will improve access to safe, up-to-date public and active transport information and services 
to the public. Where possible, the Trip Planner will aim to provide the following functionality:

• ability to personalise the tool to suit user riding preferences and experience levels;

• ability to refine trip route to maximise path use, identify low traffic routes, or identify the fastest route  
     based on rider needs;

• ability to refine trip route based on user preference – roads only, roads and shared paths or shared  
     paths only; 

• ability to identify routes to several destinations across the Perth Metropolitan Area; and

• hazard reporting functionality for users to submit problems on shared paths.

A project initiation document to inform the decisions regarding funding and development of the 
application is currently being developed.

http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/activetransport/safe-active-streets-program.asp
mailto:cycling%40transport.wa.gov.au?subject=


WABN Plan Biennial Review
To ensure the WABN Plan remains relevant a commitment was made to review the plan every two years 
and modify the document as required. 

The first biennial review of the WABN Plan was due in 2016, however was put on hold until the outcomes 
of the Transport Portfolio functional review of cycling and WA state election were known. 

Work is now being progressed to revise the Plan and will take into account new government priorities 
and initiatives. A draft update is expected to be circulated to members for feedback late in 2017. 

PSP Policy and WABN Communications and Engagement Framework
A draft WABN Communications and Engagement Framework was sent out for comment to IRG members 
on 7July. The Framework aims to guide the development, dissemination and management of information 
from the Transport Portfolio in regards to cycling for transport and recreation; as well as the activation of 
new infrastructure to support participation in cycling. 

Thank you to members who provided their valuable feedback. The Framework will be presented to the 
Transport Portfolio Governance Council on 31 July and if endorsed, a number of actions, including the 
development of project specific communications and engagement plans will be progressed over the 
coming months.

The PSP Policy, a high-level document which outlines how PSPs are to be constructed and delivered 
within the Transport Portfolio will also be tabled at the next Transport Portfolio Governance Council 
meeting. The Policy will inform the development of a technical specifications document to be used for 
designing new PSPs. 

WABN Grant Applications
The 2017/18 WABN Grant Program is now open.

Over the next three years DoT will consult with all Perth metropolitan local government agencies to 
agree and finalise the Cycling Network Plan as part of Transport @ 3.5 Million – the Perth and Peel 
Transport Plan for a population of 3.5 million and beyond.  

As this extensive consultation process is taking place, grant funding for the development of bicycle 
network plans will not be provided in this WABN Grant Program funding round. 

The school based grants for end-of-trip facilities and bike education programs has also changed and will 
now be accessed via DoT’s Your Move Schools website.

Please note the following 2017/18 WABN Grant Program dates:

11 August 2017 Expression of Interest (EOI) close

4 September 2017 Shortlisted projects notified and invited to submit a full proposal application

13 October 2017 Full proposal applications close

January 2018 Applicants advised of outcome
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
provided in good faith and believed to be accurate at time 
of publication. The State shall in no way be liable for any loss 
sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information.

July 2017


