
2021/22 Local Government 

Urban Canopy Grant Program:

Information Session
Wednesday, 10 February 2021



Agenda
2:00pm Welcome

Melanie Davies, WALGA

2.05pm Waterwise Perth Action Plan 2019 - 2021

Danielle van Zwol, Water Corporation

2.10pm Overview of the Grant Guidelines and Application Form Requirements

Melanie Davies, WALGA

2.25pm Use of LGMap to support applications through preparation of site plans and maps 

Renata Zelinova, WALGA

2.35pm  Q&A Session

All

3.00pm Close



Housekeeping and Zoom Etiquette



Purpose of the Grant Program

• The 2021/22 Local Government Urban Canopy Grant Program was created to:
1) expand tree canopy in high urban heat risk areas
2) create more liveable communities

• The Water Corporation has provided WALGA with $750,000 to deliver the program, 
with $675,000 funding available (10% administration charge).

• The Grant Program supports Action 15 in the State Government’s Waterwise Perth 
Action Plan 2019-21, which aims to ‘implement an urban forest tree canopy program to 
plant trees in high urban heat risk areas’.



Location within Eligible Local 

Government Areas

32 eligible Local Governments



Funding and Key Dates

• Local Governments can apply for between $5,000 - $100,000 (inc GST)

• Tree planting projects are to be implemented this winter, or before June 2022 for 
projects scheduled for next winter.

• The Grant Program is competitive, and it is recommended that Local Governments 
provide a break down of project components for higher cost projects, should an offer 
be made to partially fund the project.

• Applications close at 5 pm on Monday, 15 March.

• Successful applicants will be notified by 31 March.



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)

Projects must target high urban heat risk areas
• To demonstrate this include a site plan with the 2018 Urban Heat Index Mapping 

(CSIRO), accessible through WALGA’s LGMap and the 2018 Urban Forest mapping (also 
accessible via LGmap or the WAPC’s Urban Tree Canopy Dashboard).

• The Urban Heat Island mapping measures the deviation of urban temperatures relative 
to a non-urban baseline (e.gh. Native vegetated sites)

• The Urban Heat Island mapping does not extend to the Peel Region. For Local 
Governments in this region, a site plan over an aerial image with a description of the 
prevailing surfaces can be provided as an alternative. 



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)
A project area over the 2018 High Heat Index mapping

A project area map where 2018 UHI mapping is not available
A project area over the 2018 Urban Forest mapping



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)

Demonstrate Additional Planting

• Projects must provide additional tree canopy through works that are above and beyond 
current plans.

• This means either new tree planting projects that have not been identified in current 
plans, or works brought forward from future years (beyond 2021/22 financial year).

• Evidence required through Urban Forest Strategy, Environmental Strategy, or short-
term (five-year) works program.



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)

Target a highly used community location

• Want to align the mitigation of surface heat with locations will benefit the community 
with enhanced liveability (shade) and a reduction in the harmful impacts of heatwaves.

• Target locations are highly used (e.g. central business district, key transit routes, 
regional recreational reserve), or in areas with vulnerable members of the community 
(e.g. adjacent to schools or age care facilities)



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)

Ensure appropriate species selection and planting design

• The Water Corporations Waterwise tree list is a practical operational guide that 
includes approximately 90 common Waterwise trees for the Perth Metropolitan area, 
based on their height at maturity and level of root invasiveness.

- Small (4 – 8 m)
- Medium (8 – 16 m)
- Large (16 m+)

• It is recognised that this list is not exhaustive, and Local Governments are able to use 
other Waterwise species that are not on this list.



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)
Ensure appropriate species selection and planting design

• Trees must be planted 2.7 m from the property boundary line and a minimum of 0.5 m 
from water assets (Utilities Providers Code of Practice WA)

• Water Corporation approval is required to plant ‘medium’ and ‘large’ trees within 10 m 
of Water Corporation assets.  Minimum setbacks may apply, recommend pre-approval 
for planting proposals through Assets Protection Team.

• Where trees are not being planted near Water Corporation assets, the size of the tree 
and root invasiveness are not an issue.  Large tree species are preferred where possible

• Understorey species are not eligible for funding. 



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)
Ensure appropriate species selection and planting design



Key Criteria

1. Alignment to Grant Objectives (40%)
Use LGmap to check for utilities locations 



Key Criteria

2. Viability (20%)

Community and Council support for Tree Planting

• Projects must demonstrate documented support through a Strategic Community Plan 
or Corporate Business Plan.

A history of delivering successful urban forest projects

• Demonstrated evidence of previous success of planting programs (tree survival, 
establishment and growth) to ensure longevity of canopy expansion.



Key Criteria

3. Value for money (20%)

Reasonable costings for expenditure

• Written quotations from suppliers are required for 
grant funding requests.

• Projects are limited to capital works projects where 
trees will be planted.

• Supporting infrastructure for planted trees is eligible 
for funding (e.g. structural soil cells, soil improver, 
root barriers etc).



Key Criteria

3. Value for money (20%)

In kind contribution

• Value for money can be demonstrated through an in-kind contribution, such as :
- the labour associated with tree planting
- site preparation works (e.g. road resurfacing, car park redevelopment)
- supplementary planting (e.g. green corridors with understorey)

Existing tree maintenance programs

• Ability to incorporate the planted trees into existing maintenance programs (e.g. 
watering, pruning, safety audits).



Key Criteria

4. Additional benefits (20%)

Collaborative partnerships and community engagement

• Local Governments are encouraged to partner with community groups or not-for-profit 
organisations to enhance the education and engagement benefits of the Grant 
Program.

Biodiversity

• Use of local native trees, or location in an ecological corridor.



Reporting, Monitoring and Evaluation

• Local Governments required to submit a progress report and final report 
throughout the term of the Grant Agreement.

• A review of achievements, challenges and learnings will assist refine any 
future funding programs.

• The provision of mapping coordinates of tree planting locations and 
selected tree species will enable WALGA to report on the collective 
canopy cover increase over time resulting from the Grant Program.

• WALGA may also request information on the condition of planted trees 
two years post establishment, to analyse the key contributors to tree 
establishment and growth.



Question and Answer Session


