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This note provides information on the methods and 
legalities of destroying native birds causing damage to 
crops.  The destruction of ducks causing damage is covered 
by a separate note Fauna Note No. 10 Destruction of 
Ducks to Reduce Damage. DEC, Western Australia. 

Legislation 

Some native birds are declared pests of agriculture under 
the provisions of the Agriculture and Related Resources 
Protection Act 1976, administered by the Western 
Australian Department of Agriculture and Food.  This 
declaration signifies that a management program for the 
species should be implemented for certain areas of the 
state. 

Native birds are also protected under the provisions of the 
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, administered by the 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC).  
Under the provisions of this Act, problem birds can be 
destroyed on private land, under certain circumstances and 
in certain locations, but destruction should generally be 
viewed as a last resort after all other damage control 
options have been attempted. 

Shooting 

Open seasons, which cover certain parts of the State, can be 
gazetted for problem native birds.  Within these areas, bird 
populations are secure, damage to agriculture is likely to be 
a continual problem and so the birds can be shot without 
the need to obtain a damage licence from DEC.  Examples 
of species for which an open season is currently gazetted 
include the Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea, the 
Australian Ringneck Barnadius zonarius and the Silvereye 
Zosterops lateralis. 

Outside the specified open season areas, and for species not 
covered by open season notices, shooting can only be 
carried out with written approval (by obtaining a damage 
licence) from DEC. 

Firearms and shooters must be licensed with the Western 
Australia Police and firearms must be used in accordance 
with the Firearms Act 1973 and associated Firearms 
Regulations 1974.  Shooting and disposal of birds may be 
carried out only on the affected private property, where 
there is a reasonable expectation that the birds are causing, 
or may cause, damage. 

Some Species May NOT be Shot 

Some problem native birds require special protection 
because they are rare or likely to become extinct.  Such 
species may not be destroyed by any means.  Shooting to 
scare may be permitted, but a damage licence from DEC is 
still required.  Examples of threatened native birds that may 
not be destroyed include Carnaby’s Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus latirostris, Baudin’s Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus baudinii and Muir’s Corella Cacatua 
pastinator pastinator. 

Your local DEC office can provide information on when 
damage licences are needed to scare native birds. 

Live Trapping 

DEC has assessed trials evaluating the live-trapping of 
parrots.  This technique is now allowed in some parts of the 
lower south-west, to reduce damage by species such as the 
Australian Ringneck Barnardius zonarius in bluegum 
plantations. 

Poisoning 

Poisoning of native birds is illegal.  Contamination of crops 
by poisons threatens export markets for all landholders, 
because many countries will not accept crops containing 
pesticides.  It is also difficult to poison target birds without 
affecting other species. 

Effectiveness of Shooting to Reduce Bird Populations 

Australian Ringnecks and Red-capped Parrots are sedentary 
species.  Destroying resident birds of these species can 
reduce the damage they cause.  Studies show that shooting 
is a cost-effective means of reducing damage to medium 
and high value apple varieties and large areas of uniform 
age Blue Gum Eucalyptus globulus plantations. 

Shooting appears to be ineffective for reducing large 
populations of Corellas and Galahs Cacatua spp., 
Australian Ravens Corvus coronoides, Silvereyes and 
Emus Dromaius novaehollandiae.  However, shooting may 
be effective for managing or eliminating a few problem 
birds or small flocks. 

http://www.naturebase.net/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_download/gid,1126/Itemid,1268/mode,view/
http://www.naturebase.net/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_download/gid,1126/Itemid,1268/mode,view/
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Effectiveness of Shooting to Scare Birds 

Most birds react to unusual things in their environment or 
to things that simulate a threat, such as a gun or a predator.  
Shooting can scare birds from the area or re-enforce the 
effects of other scaring devices on the property. 

Shooting Method 

General Points 

• Shoot as part of a co-ordinated scaring program 
throughout the damage period to ensure effectiveness. 

• Shoot sedentary species like parrots over a large area 
to reduce re-colonisation. 

• Undertake shooting-to-scare occasionally throughout 
the year, to maintain a degree of wariness in the birds 
and to indicate that the area is not safe for feeding. 

• Measure the effectiveness of a shooting program by a 
reduction in the damage level rather than by the 
number of dead birds. 

Specific Points 

• Ensure that sites behind the target area are free of 
property, persons or stock to eliminate any risk of 
collateral damage from spent shot. 

• Do not use firearms in settled areas or on small 
properties where shooting can present a danger to 
people and their property. 

• Contact the local Shire prior to shooting to check if 
there are local laws governing the use of firearms.  As 
a courtesy, the police and neighbours should also be 
contacted in advance. 

• Shoot-to-kill only during daylight hours to ensure 
accuracy. 

• Sight-in firearms against an inanimate target prior to 
shooting birds. 

• Shoot during the first one to three hours of each 
morning, beginning an hour after sunrise when birds 
are most active. 

• Ensure the birds are within the range of the firearm 
(see the table below).  They must be clearly visible and 
able to be killed with a single shot.  Do not attempt to 
shoot if the prevailing conditions may significantly 
decrease shooting accuracy. 

• Never shoot from a moving vehicle or when the birds 
are on the wing. 

• Aim at the head or heart of the bird and after shooting, 
immediately ensure that the shot bird is dead.  Locate 

and humanely destroy a wounded bird before targeting 
the next one. 

• Humanely kill wounded birds with a shot to the brain, 
a blow to the rear of the skull with a heavy instrument, 
or by dislocation of the neck. 

• Target only one bird at a time.  Shooting 
indiscriminately at flocks is unacceptable and very 
inefficient, particularly if using a rifle. 

Health and Safety 

Hearing and eye protection is recommended for shooters.  
Parrots and cockatoos can carry the organism Chlamydia 
psittaci, which causes the disease Chlamydiosis in birds 
and Psittacosis in humans.  Handling of birds should be 
minimised and clothing and skin washed after handling. 

Further Reading 

• Guidelines for the safe use of firearms. Department of 
Agriculture and Food, Western Australia. 

• TreeNote No. 26. Parrot damage in agroforestry in the 
greater than 450 mm rainfall zone of Western 
Australia. Department of Agriculture and Food, 
Western Australia. 

• TreeNote No. 29. Rectifying parrot damage in 
eucalypts in the greater than 450 mm rainfall zone of 
Western Australia. Department of Agriculture and 
Food, Western Australia. 

• Shooting of pest birds. Department of the Environment 
and Heritage, Canberra. 
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Further Information 

Contact your local office of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation. 

See the Department’s website for the latest information: 
www.naturebase.net. 

Last updated 12 December 2007.

http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pls/portal30/docs/FOLDER/IKMP/PW/VP/BULLETIN4621.PDF
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote26.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote26.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote26.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote29.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote29.htm
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/content/lwe/vegt/trees/treenote29.htm
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/publications/humane-control/bir001-shooting-of-pest-birds.pdf
http://www.naturebase.net/
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Recommended Range, Firearm and Shot for Shooting Birds 
Distance from Target Firearm, Shot Size or Type and Shot Charge (g) 

Parrots  
< 30 m .22 rifle  Z Long, short (29 grains) 

.410 shotgun 4 (14 g) 
12 gauge shotgun. 6, 7 (32 grains) 

30-100 m .22 rifle  (32 g) long rifle 
> 100 m firearms not effective 

Emus  
< 30 m 12 gauge shotgun BB or larger 
< 100m .22 hornet, .222, .223, .224, .22/250, .44 mag, 44/40 
> 100m .30-30, .30/06, .308 

Ravens  
< 30 m 
< 100 m 

12 gauge shot gun 4 (32 g) 
.22 rifle  (32 grains) long rifle 

Silvereyes  
< 30 m .410 shotgun 10 (14g) 

Corellas and Galahs  
< 30 m 12 gauge shotgun. 4 (32 g) 

.22 rifle  (32 grains) long rifle 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Western 
Australia and its officers do not guarantee that the publication is 
without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular 
purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or 
other consequence which may arise from you relying on any 
information in this publication. 
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