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1. OPENING AND WELCOME 
 
The Chair declared the meeting open at 10.03am. 
 
Shire of Kent, Deputy Shire President, Cr Kate Johnson and CEO, Adam Seidel, welcomed attendees 
to the Shire. 
 

1.1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTY 

 
The Chair provided the Acknowledgement of Country: 
 
We, the Great Southern Country Zone of WALGA acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this 
land, and pays our respects to their Elders past, present and future. 
 

2. ATTENDANCE 
 

ZONE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES: 

City of Albany Mayor Dennis Wellington 

CEO Andrew Sharpe (non-voting) 
  
Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup President, Cr Michael White 

CEO Anthony Middleton (non-voting)   

Shire of Cranbrook Deputy President, Cr George Pollard 

CEO Linda Gray (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Denmark Cr Janine Phillips 

CEO David Schober (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Gnowangerup President, Cr Fiona Gaze 
Deputy President, Cr Greg Stewart 

CEO David Nicholson (non-voting)  

  

Shire of Jerramungup Deputy President, Cr Julie Leenhouwers 
Cr Andrew Price 

CEO Martin Cuthbert (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Katanning President, Cr Liz Guidera (Zone Deputy Chair) 
Deputy President, Cr John Goodheart 

CEO Julian Murphy (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Kent Deputy President, Cr Kate Johnston 

 Cr Darren Gray (observer - non-voting) 

CEO Adam Seiler (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Kojonup Cr Kevin Gale  
Cr Alan Egerton-Warburton 
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CEO Grant Thompson (non-voting) 

  

Shire of Plantagenet President, Cr Chris Pavlovich (Zone Chair) 
Deputy President, Cr Jon Oldfield 

CEO Cameron Woods (non-voting)   

Shire of Woodanilling President, Cr Stephen Jefferies 
Deputy President, Cr Russel Thomson 

CEO Kelly Bartley (non-voting) 

 

GUESTS  

Guest Speaker  

Western Power Ben Vasiliauskas, Operations East Manger  

  

Agencies  

Great Southern Development 
Commission 

Jessica van der Waag, Regional Development Officer 

South Coast Natural Resource 
Management 

Cr John Oldfield, Zone Delegate, Shire of Plantagenet 

Local Government Agricultural 
Freight Group 

Cr Russel Thomson, Zone Delegate Shire of Woodanilling 

National Recovery and Resilience 
Agency 

Jodie Pollard, Recovery Support Officer 

  

WALGA Lyn Fogg, Zone Executive Officer 

 Vivienne Gardiner, RoadWise Road Safety Adviser 

 

Rachel Armstrong, Senior Policy Advisor, Emergency 
Management 

 
 

2.1. APOLOGIES 

 
Members  

City of Albany Cr Matt Benson-Lidholm 

Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup Deputy President, Cr Doug Barritt 

Shire of Cranbrook President, Cr Philip Horrocks 

Shire of Denmark Cr Donna Carman 

Shire of Kent President, Cr Scott Crosby 
Cr R A Jury (deputy member) 

WALGA Janine Neugebauer, Governance & Organisational Services 
Officer 

  

Agencies  

Great Southern Development 
Commission 

Natasha Monks, Chief Executive Officer 
Pippa Hepburn, Regional Development Officer 

Regional Development Australia – 
Great Southern WA Inc 

Simon Lyas, Chief Executive Officer 

Great Southern Human Services 
Forum 

Cr Donna Carman, Zone Delegate, Shire of Denmark 
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Great Southern Regional Roads 
Group 

Cr Len Handasyde, Shire of Plantagenet 

Department of Local Government, 
Sport, and Cultural Industries 

Mel Eastough, Regional Manager 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Pursuant to our Code of Conduct, Councillors must declare to the Chair any potential conflict of 
interest they have in a matter before the Zone as soon as they become aware of it. Councillors and 
Deputies may be directly or indirectly associated with some recommendations of the Zone and State 
Council.  If you, as a voting delegate, are affected by these recommendations, please excuse yourself 
from the meeting and do not participate in deliberations. 
 
NIL. 
 

4. GUEST SPEAKERS / DEPUTATIONS 
 

4.1. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 

Members of Federal and State Government, representing the Zone Member Local Government 
Districts, are invited to provide a brief update on matters relevant to Zone Members. 
 
NIL. 
 

4.2. GUEST SPEAKERS / DEPUTATION 

 
Zone Meeting Dates 2023  Speaker Confirmed 
17 February  Kent Western Power Update (approved GSCZ-28-10-22) 
21 April Kojonup NBN Co – Emergency Management Preparedness 

(approved GSCZ-25-11-22) 
23 June Plantagenet  
25 August Albany  
24 November Broomehill -Tambellup  

 

4.2.1. Western Power – Ben Vasiliauskas, Operations East Manager 

 
Western Power’s Operations East Manager, Ben Vasiliauskas: presented on topics as requested by 
the Zone in its resolution dated 28 October 2022, including: 

a.  Power availability - regional areas have been given 34 amps, versus Metro with 64 
amps. Why? 

b. Standalone power systems. Process and costs to obtain system upgrades. 
c.  Pole top fires and new infrastructure – update required. 
d.  Where does Western Power sit with the Southdown Powerline easement? 

 
A copy of the presentation is circulated with the minutes under separate cover. 
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4.2.2. Emergency Management Preparedness – NBN Co 

 
The Great Southern Country Zone resolved at its November 2022 meeting to accept the NBN Co offer 
of a presentation at the Zone’s February 2023 meeting. 
 
NBN Co was however unable to attend the February 2023 meeting and has therefore committed to 
provide the presentation at the April 2023 meeting. 

NOTED 
 
 

5. AGENCY REPORTS 
 

5.1. GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (GSDC) 

Report by Jessica van der Waag 
 
Ms van der Waag provided an update on the following matters: 
 
Housing the workforce project 
 Proposed partnership project, similar to the Great Southern Housing Initiative, but using the 

lessons learned relating to governance and project management 

 First stage is evidence and data collection, GSDC will reach out in the coming months to establish 

a working group and scope 

Great Southern Regional Plan 
 Workshop 28 Feb in Albany led by WAPC and Dept Planning, Lands and Heritage  

 GSDC will be attending and making a presentation  

Land activation project  
 Cross regional project being developed through regional development commissions with a focus 

on residential land to support workforce 

 Looking to secure funding for data collection this year to inform business case  

 

5.2. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA GREAT SOUTHERN WA INC (RDA-GS) 

Report by Simon Lyas, Chief Executive Officer 
 
NIL. 
 

5.3. SOUTH COAST NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (SCNRM) 

Report by Cr John Oldfield, Zone Delegate, Shire of Plantagenet 
 

Attachment No. 1 South Coast Natural Resource Management Minutes 10/11/2022 
 

NOTED 
 

5.4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGRICULTURAL FREIGHT GROUP (LGAFG) 

Report by Cr Russel Thomson, Zone Delegate Shire of Woodanilling 
 
Nil to report. 
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5.5. GREAT SOUTHERN HUMAN SERVICES FORUM 

Cr Donna Carman, Zone Delegate, Shire of Denmark is an apology. 
 
Mr David Schober (CEO Shire of Denmark) advised, in Cr Carmen’s absence, that the Great Southern 
Human Services Forum is an officer forum, focussing on operational matters, including but not limited 
housing.  
 
The Forum has requested the Zone to consider nominating a senior officer (i.e., Manager Community 
Services) as the Zone’s representative, in place of a Council Member. Mr Schober advised that Cr 
Carman is supportive of the change. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED:   

Zone CEOs to advise the Zone Executive Officer if they wish to nominate a suitable 
senior officer that has responsibilities in community development / services. 

 
 

5.6. GREAT SOUTHERN REGIONAL ROADS GROUP 

Report by Cr Len Handasyde, Shire of Plantagenet 
 
Report tabled at the meeting by the Zone Chair: 
 
Recently I received an update from MRWA staff as to the recoups of the various funds for the year 
thus far. We are showing 51% of the total budget of $13,140,707 as being claimed. This would be 
pretty typical for this time of the year. 
 
This spreadsheet also showed the accruals as of JUNE last year at $2,520,302. While a lot of these 
funds were claimed in the next month or so and fully acquitted there were some carried over after 
August. 
 
There is good work being done across the region and Shires and works staff are to be congratulated 
on the effort over the years to improve our road networks. 
 
There is no doubt though that anything short of 100% acquittals makes it difficult to advocate for more 
funds. Roads are generally deteriorating across the region with increases in freight tasking and 
particularly the feeder roads into CBH sites. These feeder roads will comprise what is now known as 
the Great Southern Secondary Freight Network being worked on by the Great Southern Roads 
Committee, a subcommittee of this WALGA Great Southern Committee. 
 
The question I have for Councils which really does need attention: If a funding allocation of one third 
from a Local Government and two thirds from Road Project Grants through the state arrangements is 
made available, why is this work not prioritised each year? Any Black Spot monies even more so. 
 
If you put up for a project and it gets up and approved at Regional Road Group level, and with the 
funding model for either grant, why not prioritise the work? This is food for thought and must be 
addressed into the future. To return routinely over 2.5 M annually will make it difficult to advocate for 
further funding commitments. 
 
Elected members may need to be more involved in asking questions of their CEOs to understand the 
issues within their works budgets and programs and to recognise the issues and efforts that should 
be made to prioritise the utilization of these funds. It is money made available on a great funding 
model and in my view, it should be prioritised as much as possible ahead of own sourced funded 
projects.  
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The weather across the region is shaping up to be good to allow works to continue and give a great 
opportunity to get the work done. 
 
Again, I appreciate the difficulty of completing works and the paperwork to secure the acquittals by 
the middle of June. I wonder if by a little bit of working together some of this work might be able to be 
assisted with to make the whole outcome better.  
 
It is regrettable that I can’t be with you all today, please take this report as useful information that 
might assist us.  
 
I look forward to working with you all for the best of outcomes into the future out years of an updated 
State Agreement. 
 

NOTED 
 

5.7. WALGA ROADWISE 

Report by Vivienne Gardner, RoadWise Roade Safety Advisor 
 

Attachment No. 2 Regional Road Safety Advisor Report February 2023 
 
Reminder: Great Southern Road Safety Conference at the Shire of Cranbrook on 16 March 2023. 
 

NOTED 
 
 

5.8. DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SPORT, AND CULTURAL 
INDUSTRIES (DLGSC) 

Report by Mel Eastough, Regional Manager 
 

Attachment No. 3 Agency Report February 2023  
 
Report (as attached) tabled at the meeting by Zone Executive Officer. 
 
The Zone Executive Officer, also advised that additional Child Safeguarding Implementation 
information had been circulated under separate cover on behalf of the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, including their request for nominations from Local 
Governments interested in being involved in the pilot program with intensive support from the Child 
Safeguarding Implementation Unit. 
 
Zone member Local Governments interested in being a pilot for the Child Safeguarding program 
should contact: 

Tom Fleming,  
Principal Policy Officer  
Department of Local Government, Sport, and Cultural Industries 
childsafeguarding@dlgsc.wa.gov.au and copy community@walga.asn.au  
by Thursday 9 March 2023.  

 
  

mailto:childsafeguarding@dlgsc.wa.gov.au
mailto:community@walga.asn.au


Great  Southern Country Zone  
MINUTES 17 February 2023 

 
 

 
Page | 7 

 

5.9. NATIONAL RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE AGENCY 

Report by Jodie Pollard, Recovery Support Officer 
 
Ms Jodie Pollard provided a verbal update to the meeting. 

NOTED 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Mayor Denis Wellington 
SECONDED: Cr John Oldfield 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone requests WALGA to survey Local Governments to 
quantify the impact to Local Government of Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements WA 
reimbursement delays, including for each affected Local Government the $value and 
timeframe for which reimbursements have been outstanding / delayed, and for WALGA to 
advocate to the Department of Fire and Emergency Services expedite resolution of this issue. 

CARRIED 
 
 

6. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes circulated under separate cover. 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Julie Leenhouwers 
SECONDED: Cr Kate Johnston 
 
That the minutes of the Great Southern Country Zone meeting held on 25 November 2022 as 
previously circulated, be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings, 
SUBJECT TO: 

 Item 2 Attendance, being corrected to include Shire of Kent CEO, Adam Seiler, who 

was in attendance at the meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

6.1. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 
NIL. 
 
 

6.2. ZONE RESOLUTION STATUS REPORT 

By Lyn Fogg, Zone Executive Officer 
 

Attachment No. 4 Great Southern Country Zone Status Report February 2023 
 
The Status Report provides an update on actions taken in response to Zone resolutions at previous 
meetings. Zone Members are asked to review responses. 
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Items for Zone discussion: 
By Zone Chair, President Cr Chris Pavlovich 
 

25 November 2022 
Zone Agenda Item  
6 Confirmation of 
Previous Minutes 

That the Great Southern Zone requests WALGA 
to advocate for the upgrade of existing 
infrastructure [telecommunication] (towers). 

This matter has been 
referred by State Council 
for consideration by the 
Infrastructure Policy 
Team. 

February 
2023 

Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

25 November 2022 
Zone Agenda Item 
6.2 Zone Status 
Report 

That the Great Southern Zone request WALGA 
to consider an advocacy position on the South 
Coast Highway reconstruction in relation to the 
proposed cost and invite all Local Governments 
along the South Coast corridor to participate. 

This matter has been 
referred by State Council 
for consideration by the 
Infrastructure Policy 
Team. 

February 
2023 

Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

 
Telecommunications Blackspots discussion: 

 Great Southern Development Commission offered to provide the Zone with a copy of 

previously identified blackspots. 

 Noted 3G network will be decommissioned in June 2025, but unclear if this will be replaced 

with 4G or 5G. 

 Noted advice that the “Starlink” satellite network technology, which was being trialled in the 

USA, and also the Pivot network. 

 
ACTION ITEM:  

Ask if WALGA Secretariat has more information on the Starklink / Pivot technology. 
 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Fiona Gaze 
SECONDED: Cr Russel Thomson 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone: 

1. NOTES the Status Report dated February 2023, as detailed in Attachment No.3. 

2. REQUESTS Telstra to provide a presentation (April or July Zone Meeting) on the 

network upgrade planning and works program. 

CARRIED 
 
 

6.2.1. Zone Resolution Action Items Report 

By Lyn Fogg, Zone Executive Officer 
 

Attachment No. 5 Great Southern Country Zone Action Items Report February 2023 
 
Items for follow up: 
By Zone Chair, President Cr Chris Pavlovich 
 
2022, 26 Aug - Item 7.3.2 - Reliable Digital Connectivity / Telecommunications 
Zone Resolved:  That Local Governments identify to the Zone Executive Officer at least one 

priority digital / telecommunications blackspot area within their District, 
supported by evidence and justification, to enable a targeted advocacy to be 
undertaken. 

 

mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
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RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Julie Leenhouwers 
SECONDED: Cr Russel Thomson 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone NOTES the Action Items Report dated February 2023, 
as detailed in Attachment No.4. 

CARRIED 
 
 

7. ZONE BUSINESS 
 

7.1. ZONE REPORTS 

 

7.1.1. Zone Audited Annual Financial Report 2021/2022 

By Rick Murray, WALGA Chief Financial Officer 
 

Attachment No. 6 Audited Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2022 
 
The audited Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2022 has been completed and is provided 
in Attachment 4. 
 
Points of note include: 

1. The Financial Report was prepared on cash basis, 
2. The auditor noted no irregularities, and  
3. The zones cash position decreased from an opening balance of $3889 in July 2021 to $1799 

at 30 June 2022. 

RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Jon Oldfield 
SECONDED: Cr Kevin Gale 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone receive the audited Financial Report for the year ended 
30 June 2022 as detailed in Attachment No.5. 

CARRIED 
 

7.1.2. Zone Financial Report 

By Rick Murray, WALGA Chief Financial Officer 
 
Signatories for the Zone’s Commonwealth Bank account have now been transferred in accordance 
with item 7.1.3 approved at the meeting on 25 November 2022.   
 
Zone 2022-23 subscriptions have been invoiced and paid.  
 
The financial statements provided below have been prepared on an accrual basis and show the 
financial position and financial performance for the period ended 31 January 2023. 
 
Income includes contributions to funding the DAMA project, which have been invoiced. The 
commitment to consultants EY is recognised as an expense with payments occurring in the future 
against contracted milestones. 
All amounts are excluding GST unless otherwise specified. 
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Table 1 Statement of Income and Expenditure – period ended 31 January 2023 

 
 
Table 2: Balance Sheet presenting the Zone’s financial position as at 31 January 2023 

 
 
Notes to the Balance Sheet: 
 

1. Balance sheet has returned to positive equity 
2. Debtors consists of Project contributions held by WALGA $60,000 and an outstanding 

contribution of $10,000 to be applied against the consultant cost.  
3. Creditors $3,784 is for catering costs paid by WALGA to be recharged to the Zone in February. 
4. Accrual represents DIMA Project Consultants EY 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Stephen Jefferies 
SECONDED: Cr Julie Leenhouwers 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone RECEIVES the Zone Financial Report for January 2023. 

CARRIED 

Great Southern Country Zone

Statement of Income and Expenditure

Period ended 31 January 2023

Actual Budget

Income $ $

Subscriptions 6,050             6,050             

Project Contributions DAMA Project 70,000           70,000           

Total Income 76,050           76,050           

Expenses

Bank Fees 70                  120                

Meeting Costs 3,784             6,784             

Project Consultant - DAMA Project 70,000           70,000           

Total Expenses 73,854           76,904           

Surplus/(Deficit) 2,196 (854)

Notes

1. Budget approved 25 November 2022 (Item 7.1.2)

2. Subscriptions  excl GST 11@ $550 each

3. Project Consultant costs accrued reflecting legally commitment. 

3a Payment opf consultant will occur in future against agreed milestones.

Assets $

Bank 8,385    

Debtors 70,000  

Total Assets 78,385  

Liabilities

Creditors 3,784    

Accruals 70,000  

GST Payable 605       

Total Liabilities 74,389  

Net Assets 3,996    

Equity

Members Funds B/F 1,800    

Current year earnings 2,196    

Total Equity 3,996    
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7.1.3. Zone Chairperson’s Report 

By Zone Chair, President Cr Chris Pavlovich 
 
We are now well into the new year, and it is leading up to be another progressive period in the Great 
Southern. Although the impacts of labour shortages and housing, the Great Southern economy looks 
to be striving ahead in most areas. As the economy and population grow then so does the community 
expectation for all three tiers of government however as the government closest to the people it is 
local government, that bears the brunt. 
 
As rate income is only a small part of most LG’s spend then external funding or service delivery 
becomes even more vital for growth. The ability for LG to work collectively through Alliances, VROC’s 
and the WALGA Zones is imperative to lobby and attract support from both the State and federal 
governments. 
 
One great example of this is the Great Southern DAMA which in a relatively short space in time can 
deliver a major milestone to assist in our labour issues. 
 
Affordable housing is the next hurdle to cross and assistance from both the State and Federal 
governments may be available in the future. Are we spade ready to assist in the auspice or promotion 
of potential funding in our communities? 
 
Telecommunication is another high priority with the rollout of 5G technology and the potential to 
increase band width yet reduce existing coverage areas. Will our communities in regional areas be 
able to function in the future without reliable digital connectivity and if not, then what is the answer? 
 
The new State to Local Govt Road Funding agreement is currently under review by the Minister and 
it would seem some new initiatives will be announced. Whilst never enough the $1.25B over five years 
will continue to provide LG with part of their road funding requirements. The states own network is 
failing at a rapid rate and new construction is very limited in the Great Southern. Maybe we need to 
ask the question on how this matter can be addressed and when. 
 
Health, education, and aged care are other areas falling behind in the regions.  
 
With all these I can see the WALGA zones working hard both individually and collectively well into the 
future. 
 
We live in the best part of the world, and it is our task to leave it even better for future generations. 
 

NOTED 
 
 

7.1.4. Great Southern Roads Sub-Committee 

By Cr Len Handasyde, Sub-Committee Chair 
 
Report tabled at the meeting: 
 
This group hasn’t met this year thus far, but a meeting is planned for the 3rd of March in Tambellup. 
Thanks must go to Elected Members and Shire staff at Broomehill-Tambellup for their willingness to 
host these Committee meetings. It is greatly appreciated. We meet at B-T as it is fairly central for 
everyone travelling. 
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There has been quite a bit of work done by WALGA Head Office staff who have brought into being 
the plan to begin the work of data collection and making sense of that data. This work at Head Office 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
The next meeting on the 3rd of March will focus on ensuring that the mapping is complete and linked 
to the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network roads as much as possible. With the mapping complete 
and the list of roads 12nnualize a RFQ will go out for the work to be undertaken. This work will be 
funded through a multifunding model involving Local Governments across the region. This will require 
a resolution from each Council to be involved in the co funding model of a $4000 contribution from 
each Council to allow the work to get underway. WALGA Perth will work up draft recommendations 
to assist this process and send them through to WALGAGS members for consideration. I, or any other 
committee member is available at any time to answer questions to clarify any issue. To continue to 
move forward with this important study, we will need all Councils involved to collect data but also to 
contribute towards the work. It will simply not work otherwise. A resolution was passed at WALGAGS 
last year that supported this contribution of funds from each Council.  
 
Plantagenet Shire Council have already passed a resolution to this effect late last year. 
 
The GSDC and RDAGS have both indicated that they will contribute towards this work.  
 
Some Councils have already collected data during this last harvest and this data will be useful. Other 
Councils might need assistance to collect data and additional road traffic counters might need to be 
secured to allow all the data to be collected in a timely manner. 
 
I look forward to continuing the work of this important study. CBH informed us last year that a 
continuing increase in heavy freight of something like 7% 12nnualized could be expected. While that 
figure might be a bit “tall” and will be dependent of seasonal factors, there is no doubt that year on 
year over time there will be increases to deal with and this will increase wear on our feeder roads. 
 
While rail freight to port is being worked on and will assist the movement of grain into the future with 
fast loaders etc, this really only assists the State Network. The feeder roads under Local Government 
control will remain challenged without a secure and increasing funding model to address the shortfalls. 
 
The committee remains determined to get on with the work, bringing clarity into the debate on road 
funding for the future. 

NOTED 
 
 

7.1.5. Zone Hosting State Council – September 2023 

Julian Murphy, CEO Shire of Katanning 
 
Mr Murphy advised that planning was on track, with a meeting scheduled next week with the WALGA 
Secretariat. 

NOTED 
 
 

7.2. ZONE PRIORITY STRATEGIC ISSUES 

 

7.2.1. Designated Area Migration Agreement (DAMA) – Business Case Update 

Grant Thompson, CEO Shire of Kojonup 
 

In accordance with the Zone’s resolution on 28 October 2022, the Zone President executed the 
contract to engage Ernst & Young Global Limited (consultant) on 6 January 2023. 
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The consultant will complete the Business Case and execution in three phases: 
 

Phase 1: Research and Analysis January to February 2023 
 

Phase 2: Business Case Preparation February to March 2023 
 

Phase 3: Submission and Negotiation April to June 2023 
Execution June to July 2023 

 
Mr Thompson spoke on the progress of Phase 1 and provided an outline of Phases 2 and 3. 
 

NOTED 
 
 

7.2.2. Designated Area Migration Agreement (DAMA) Working Group – Designated 
Area Representative 

Cr Chris Pavlovich, Zone Chair 
 

Attachment No. 7 Draft DAR Service Agreement 
 
Report and attachment tabled at the meeting: 
 
The Zone’s DAMA Working Group has been active since the last zone meeting and achieved two 
more milestones. 
 

1. The WALGA Great Southern Zone through the DAMA Working Group has appointed EY 
Consulting to prepare a GS DAMA Business plan to be submitted to the Department of 
Home affairs. Some councils and businesses may be contacted direct for input into this vital 
part of research and evidence required to obtain the DAMA over the next month or so. 
EY Consulting has appointed a representative Alice Chen to head up our project and the Shire 

of Kojonup CEO is the Working Group’s point of contract for EY.  

 

2. RDA GS has been working collaboratively with the Zone’s Working Group to draft a Service 
Agreement for the DAR role in the DAMA to be consideration by the GS Zone. This 
agreement is attached to this report and is supported by the Working Group.  
The DAR role is the operational part of the GS DAMA and RDA GS is much appreciated for 

taking on this vital role. 

 

The Zone’s DAMA Working Group has achieved what has needed to be completed at this 

point in time and if the GS Zone endorses the RDA GS service agreement, then the Working 

Group’s task has been largely completed. 

 

The role of the Working Group now is more as a reference point to stakeholders and to obtain 

updates, monitor and report back to the GS Zone. 

 

Can I thank all the Working Group members and RDA GS for their time and effort which is 

very much appreciated by all. 

Cr Chris Pavlovich 
Chairperson 



Great  Southern Country Zone  
MINUTES 17 February 2023 

 
 

 
Page | 14 

RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr George Pollard 
SECONDED: Cr Kevin Gale 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone: 
 

1. RECEIVES the Zone’s DAMA Working Group report dated February 2023; 
2. ENDORSES the draft Designated Area Representative (DAR) Service Agreement, as 

tabled at the meeting; and 
3. AUTHORISES the Zone Chair, President Cr Chris Pavlovich to execute the DAR 

Service Agreement with the Regional Development Authority Great Southern. 

CARRIED 
 
 

7.3. ZONE MATTERS FOR DECISION 

Items submitted to the Agenda by Zone Members or the WALGA Secretariat for Zone consideration. 
 

7.3.1. 2023 Local Government Honours Program 

 
The annual Local Government Honours Program affords significant public recognition and celebration 
of the outstanding achievements and lasting contributions made by Elected Members and Local 
Government officers to their respective Councils, the WA Local Government sector, and the wider 
community. 
 

Nominations for the 2023 Honours Program are open now. 
 

There are six awards in the 2023 Program: 
1. Local Government Medal 
2. Life Membership 
3. Eminent Service Award 
4. Merit Award 
5. Local Government Distinguished Officer Award 
6. Young Achievers Award 
 
Nominations will close at 5:00pm on Friday, 9 June and the awards will be presented as part of the 
WALGA Annual General Meeting held on Monday, 18 September. 
 
For more information or to submit a nomination, visit the WALGA website or contact Kathy Robertson, 
Executive Officer Governance, on 9213 2036 or via email at honours@walga.asn.au.  

NOTED 
 

8. WALGA STATE COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

8.1. ZONE STATE COUNCIL MEMBER REPORT 

By Zone State Councillor: President, Cr Chris Pavlovich 
 
State Councillor, Cr Pavlovich, provided an update on the December 2022 State Council Strategic 
Forum and State Council Meeting. 

NOTED 
 

mailto:honours@walga.asn.au


Great  Southern Country Zone  
MINUTES 17 February 2023 

 
 

 
Page | 15 

 

8.2. STATE COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

 

Attachment No. 8 State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023 – access via link 
 
WALGA State Council meets five times each year and the State Council’s consideration of items is 
informed through consultation with Zone Member Local Governments.  
 
The Zone, by resolution, may provide comment or submit an amended or alternative recommendation 
to those included in the State Council Agenda.  The Zone resolution is then presented to the State 
Council for consideration. 
 
‘Matters for Decision’ and ‘Matters for Noting’ by State Council are extracted and listed for Zone 
consideration in items 8.2.1 and 8.2.2 below. 
 

8.2.1. Matters for Decision 

 
State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023, Item 7 ‘Matters for Decision’ Items: 
 
STATE COUNCIL Item 7.1 Proposed Advocacy Position on Constitutional Recognition of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

 
Executive Summary 
 
 The Australian Government will hold a referendum in the second half of 2023 on amending 

the Constitution to enshrine an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to Parliament 
(the Voice) as part of its commitment to implement the Uluru Statement from the Heart.  

 At its December 2022 meeting State Council resolved that WALGA prepare an advocacy 
position in support of constitutional recognition to be circulated to WALGA Zones for their 
next meeting for consideration and feedback 

 WALGA has prepared the attached Information Paper for WALGA Zones and State 
Council to facilitate discussion on the proposed WALGA Advocacy Position. 

Recommendation 
 
That the following Advocacy Position be endorsed: 

WALGA supports constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
People through the enshrining of a Voice to Parliament. 

 
 

STATE COUNCIL Item 7.2 Community Disaster Resilience Strategy Submission 
 
Executive Summary 
 
 The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) has released the draft Western 

Australian Community Disaster Resilience Strategy (CDRS) for public consultation, until 3 
March 2023. 

 The Strategy intends to provide the guidance to support all Western Australians to increase 
their disaster resilience. 

 The Strategy builds on a CDRS Discussion Paper. WALGA previously provided input on 
the discussion paper, and Local Government Consultation was also undertaken by SEMC  

 WALGA has prepared a draft Submission that is supportive of the CDRS 

https://walga.asn.au/about-walga/structure/state-council/agendas-and-minutes
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Recommendation 
 
That the submission on the draft Western Australian Community Disaster Resilience Strategy 
be endorsed. 
 

STATE COUNCIL Item 7.3 Child Safeguarding Advocacy Position 
 
Executive Summary 
 
 Since 2018 WALGA has consulted extensively with Local Government in relation to the 

response to the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse (the Royal Commission) including the National Redress Scheme, 
Reportable Conduct and Child Safety Officers.  

 WALGA has developed a Child Safeguarding Advocacy Position which will be used to 
guide policy development, advocacy, and capacity building activities for Local Government 
within the State framework.  

 The new Advocacy Position has been developed based on submissions previously 
endorsed by State Council and extensive consultation with Local Government and is 
supported by the Local Government Child Safety Communities of Practice network and 
the Community Industry Reference Group (CIRG). 

Recommendation 
 
That the Child Safeguarding Advocacy Position as follows be endorsed: 
 

Child Safeguarding 
1. Local Government supports: 

a. the recommendations from the Royal Commission into Institutional Reponses 
to Child Sexual Abuse 2017, in particular Recommendation 6.12 which can 
be achieved by Local Government implementing and embedding child 
safeguarding across its functions with support from Governments at the 
national, state and territory levels; and  

b. the ten National Principles for Child Safe Organisations (Australian Humans 
Rights Commission). 

2. The State Government through an Independent Oversight Body should provide 
financial, resourcing and capacity building support to Local Governments to 
implement and embed child safeguarding across its functions, through the provision 
of: 
a. supporting materials such as template policies, procedures, and guidelines;  
b. consistent key messaging and resources to promote and share in venues and 

facilities and online;  
c. examples of best practice, including case studies; 
d. self-assessment tools to assist Local Government; 
e. ongoing training and skills development for Local Government staff, including 

online training options; 
f. funding for the delivery of the child safeguarding function within smaller, less 

well resourced (Band 3 and Band 4) Local Governments; and  
g. expert officers within each region to provide support and guidance to Local 

Government on child safeguarding. 
3. The Local Government sector supports Local Government participation in the 

State’s National Redress Scheme, with full financial coverage by the State. 
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STATE COUNCIL Item 7.4 Submission on Draft Guideline Minimising Noise Impact from 
Outdoor Community Basketball Facilities 

 
Executive Summary 
 
 The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation released the Draft Guideline: 

Minimising noise impact from outdoor community basketball facilities on 23 December 
2022 for a 10 week consultation period.  

 The Draft Guideline includes options for how noise, from new community basketball 
facilities can be mitigated. This includes separation distances between the facility and 
residents in different circumstances, engineering, and facility management controls.  

 A draft Submission was circulated to Local Government for feedback and the final 
Submission has been updated based on the information provided.  

 The WALGA Submission provides feedback on the costs and practicality of the various 
interventions suggested. 

Recommendation 
 
That the submission on the Draft Guideline: Minimising noise impact from outdoor community 
basketball facilities be endorsed. 
 

STATE COUNCIL Item 7.5 Main Roads Draft Roadside Advertising Policy and Application 
Guidelines 

 
Executive Summary 
 
 Main Roads is seeking feedback on their Draft Roadside Advertising Policy and 

Application Guidelines.  
 This policy could be used to significantly curtail the deployment of roadside advertising 

devices, which are currently used by Local Governments as a source of public realm 
amenity, support funding bus shelter improvements and are a source of revenue for Local 
Government in some cases.  

 As drafted, these guidelines would apply to most of the public road network, including 
Local Government roads, and signs on private property that are visible from the road. The 
draft guidelines would cover advertiser-funded bus shelters and information or decorative 
banners.  

 There is no demonstrated road safety problem resulting from roadside advertising devices, 
as currently deployed in Western Australia. Road safety is the stated rationale for 
developing this policy.  

 WALGA has prepared a submission to Main Roads on the guidelines, requesting:  
o Greater delegation of authority in assessing small format static signs and small format 

digital signs.  
o Guaranteed processing times for classes of signs for which Main Roads retains the 

assessment function. This includes requesting a schedule of approval time frames, 
and a “deemed approved” clause in the event of these timeframes not being met. 

Recommendation 
 

That the submission to Main Roads on its Draft Roadside Advertising Policy and Application 
Guidelines be endorsed. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone supports the following Matters for Decision as detailed in the 
WALGA State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023, circulated under separate cover, inclusive of: 
 

1. Item 7.1 Proposed Advocacy Position on Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander People 

2. Item 7.2 Community Disaster Resilience Strategy Submission 

3. Item 7.3 Child Safeguarding Advocacy Position 

4. Item 7.4 Submission on Draft Guideline Minimising Noise Impact from Outdoor Community 

Basketball Facilities 

5. Item 7.5 Main Roads Draft Roadside Advertising Policy and Application Guidelines 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Liz Guidera 
SECONDED: Cr Fiona Gaze 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone supports the following Matters for Decision as detailed 
in the WALGA State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023, circulated under separate cover, 
inclusive of: 
 

1. Item 7.2 Community Disaster Resilience Strategy Submission 

2. Item 7.3 Child Safeguarding Advocacy Position 

3. Item 7.4 Submission on Draft Guideline Minimising Noise Impact from Outdoor 

Community Basketball Facilities 

4. Item 7.5 Main Roads Draft Roadside Advertising Policy and Application Guidelines 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr George Pollard 
SECONDED: Cr Jon Oldfield 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone supports Item 7.1 Proposed Advocacy Position on 
Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as detailed in the WALGA 
State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023, circulated under separate cover. 

LOST 
 
During debate, Cr Janine Phillips foreshadowed a motion, which was subsequently moved: 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Janine Phillips 
SECONDED: Cr Alan Egerton-Warburton 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone resolve that WALGA does not take a political position 
on the matter of Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. 
 

CARRIED 
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8.2.2. Matters for Noting 

 
State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023 ‘Matters for Noting’ as listed below, are provide for Zone 
consideration and noting. 
 

STATE COUNCIL Item 8 – Policy Team Reports 
8.1  Environment and Waste Policy Team Report 
8.2 Governance and Organisational Services Policy Team Report 
8.3 Infrastructure Policy Team Report 
8.4 People and Place Policy Team Report 
 
STATE COUNCIL Item 9 – Matters for Noting / Information 
9.1 Animal Welfare in Emergencies Grant Program Overview 
9.2 Emergency Management Update 
9.3 Local Development Plan Background Paper 
9.4 2023-24 WALGA Federal Budget Submission 
9.5 WALGA Submission on Phase Three of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 Co-

Design Process 
9.6 Child Care Premises Position Statement: Consultation Response 
9.7 Report Municipal Waste Advisory Council (MWAC) 
 

STATE COUNCIL Item 10 – Organisational Reports 

10.1 Key Activity Reports 
10.1.1 Report on Key Activities, Advocacy Portfolio 
10.1.2 Report on Key Activities, Infrastructure Portfolio 
10.1.3 Report on Key Activities, Member Services Portfolio 
10.1.4 Report on Key Activities, Policy Portfolio 

 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Russel Thomson 
SECONDED: Cr Julie Leenhouwers 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone NOTES all Matters for Noting and Organisational 
Reports as detailed in the State Council Agenda for 1 March 2023. 

CARRIED 
 

8.2.3. WALGA State President’s Report 

 

Attachment No. 9 WALGA State President’s Report March 2023 – under separate cover. 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
MOVED: Cr Liz Guidera 
SECONDED: Cr Kevin Gale 
 
That the Great Southern Country Zone NOTES the WALGA President’s Report March 2023. 

CARRIED 
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9. EMERGING ISSUES / COLLABORATION 
Zone Members are encouraged to provide a brief update on emerging issues in their District or matters 
on which they are seeking to connect with other Zone Members for direct collaboration or support. 
 

9.1. DIESEL SUPPLY RESERVES AND SECURITY RISK 

Cr Kevin Gale, Shire of Kojonup 
 
Cr Gale advised the meeting that the Shire of Kojonup’s Audit Committee had identified diesel supply 
reserves and security as a key and emerging risk subject to current geopolitical influences. 
 
The meeting noted this was a Federal Government responsibility and recommended the Shire of 
Kojonup first seek advice from the Federal Member and Federal Minister for Infrastructure, Transport 
and Regional Development – Hon. Catherine King. 
 
Additional Information: 
The Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water’s webpage 
provides information on Australia’s fuel security, including the Fuel Security Act 2021 (Cwth). 
 
 

9.2. DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS FUNDING 

By Andrew Sharpe, CEO City of Albany 
 
Mr Sharpe asked if other Local Governments were aware of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry / Foundation for Rural Regional Renewal’s “Helping Regional Communities Prepare for 
Drought Initiative – Community Impact Program”, which has a funding EOI application process closing 
on 8 March 2023. 
 
The Zone AGREED in principal support for CEOs and the Great Southern Development Commission 
to collaborate on a potential EOI submission, ideally with a community group / entity as the lead 
applicant. 
 

10. NEXT ZONE MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Great Southern Country Zone is scheduled to be held on: 
 

 21 April 2023 at the Shire of Kojonup 

PLEASE NOTE: The Zone meeting will commence at 10am and conclude by no later than 12noon, 
to enable the Great Southern Regional Road Group’s meeting to commence at 12.30pm. 
 
 

11. CLOSURE 
 
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 12.30pm.  
 
 

https://www.energy.gov.au/government-priorities/energy-security/australias-fuel-security
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00547
https://frrr.org.au/funding/disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/impact-program/#Apply
https://frrr.org.au/funding/disaster-resilience-and-climate-solutions/impact-program/#Apply
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ATTACHMENT No.1 - Item 5.3 - South Coast Natural Resource Management (draft) Minutes 
10/11/2022 

Back to Item 5.3 
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ATTACHMENT No.2 - Item 5.7 - Regional Road Safety Advisor Report – February 2023 
Back to Item 5.7 
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ATTACHMENT No.3 - Item 5.8 - DLGSC Report – February 2023 (tabled at the meeting) 

Back to Item 5.8 
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ATTACHMENT No.4 - Item 6.2 Great Southern Country Zone Status Report – February 2023 
Back to Item 6.2 

Great Southern Country Zone – STATUS REPORT 

Zone Agenda Item Zone Resolution WALGA Response Update WALGA Contact 
 

Grt Southern C 
 

25 November 2022 Zone 
Agenda Item 6 
Confirmation of Previous 
Minutes 

That the Great Southern Zone requests WALGA 
to advocate for the upgrade of existing 
infrastructure [telecommunication] (towers). 

 
This matter has been referred by State Council for 
consideration by the Infrastructure Policy Team. 

February 2023 Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Grt Southern C 
  

25 November 2022 Zone 
Agenda Item 6.2 Zone 
Status Report 

That the Great Southern Zone request WALGA to 
consider an advocacy position on the South Coast 
Highway reconstruction in relation to the proposed 
cost and invite all Local Governments along the 
South Coast corridor to participate. 

 
This matter has been referred by State Council for 
consideration by the Infrastructure Policy Team. 

February 2023 Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Grt Southern C 
  

25 November 2022 Zone 
Agenda Item 6.2 Zone 
Status Report 

That the Great Southern Zone request WALGA to 
advocate for a review of the Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements (DRFA, WA) to reduce the 
extensive delays in the reporting system. 

 
This is consistent with existing advocacy priorities.  
Delays in the reporting system is one of the matters 
identified by Local Governments for resolution. 

February 20023 Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Grt Southern C 
 

2019 Nov 25  
Zone Agenda Item 8.1 .4 
Prioritise Key Strategic 
Issues for the Zone in 
2020 Lobby against 
Legislation (CA07) That 
Will Prevent Local 
Governments from 
Restricting Access to 
Local Government Roads 

The Great Southern Zone of WALGA does not 
support the removal of the CA07 condition on RAV 
approval, and replacement with the CA88 
condition in its current form. 
 
WALGA therefore be requested to endorse this 
position and to write to the Minister for Transport 
that an alternative condition is formulated following 
discussion with Asset Managers to provide greater 
control and management of their asset base. 
 

The RAV Access working group met by teleconference 
in early December.  Based on the resolution of this 
meeting a letter detailing Local Government 
expectations was sent to Main Roads WA.  
 
The Association discussed this matter with Main Roads 
WA in November 2020.  They are engaging with the 
State Solicitors Office prior to a proposed consultation 
with Local Government concerning a proposed 
approach.  
 
WALGA has subsequently met with Main Roads who 
confirm that the status quo remains until further notice. 

Ongoing Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
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Great Southern Country Zone – STATUS REPORT 

Zone Agenda Item Zone Resolution WALGA Response Update WALGA Contact 
 

Grt Southern C 
 

2019 Nov 25  
Zone Agenda Item 8.1 .3 
Prioritise Key Strategic 
Issues for the Zone in 
2020 Distribution of Roads 
Funding 

That the WA Local Government Association be 
requested to endorse the Great Southern Zone’s 
position on the distribution of road funding, and to 
write to the Treasurer and Minister for Transport of 
Western Australia to seek increases in the return of 
revenue collected by the Commonwealth of 
Australia to a level that sustains and preserves the 
vital road assets under management of Local and 
State Authorities. 

 
A working group has been established and is progressing 
with the support of the Regional Development 
Commission. WALGA is providing continuing support as 
required.  
 

Ongoing Ian Duncan 
Executive Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walga.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Grt Southern C 2019 Nov 25  
Zone Agenda Item 8.1 .2 
Prioritise Key Strategic 
Issues for the Zone in 
2020 Clearing 
Requirements in Town 
Sites – Align with 
Metropolitan 
Requirements 

That WALGA writes to the Minister for Emergency 
Services, the Minister for Planning, Lands and 
Heritage and the Minister for Mines, Industry 
Regulation and Safety to request an amendment to 
the Action Plan for Bushfire Framework Review 
2019, to increase in the minimum area of declared 
bushfire prone vegetation from one hectare to four 
hectare to be valid for regional and remote 
townsites and villages in addition to metropolitan 
areas. 

In July 2019, Government announced an Action Plan for 
Bushfire Framework Review that outlined key changes to 
be implemented by DPLH, DFES and DMIRS including a 
new map of Bushfire Prone Areas, and a revised State 
Planning Policy 3.7 and associated Guidelines for 
Planning in Bushfire Prone Areas. Both are due to be 
advertised in Feb 2023. 

 

More information can be found here: 
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/bushfireframeworkreview20
19  
 
WALGA is in discussions with the Department about 
establishing a Local Government bushfire planning 
reference group to provide a regular forum for Local 
Governments and state agencies to discuss, identify and 
resolve common challenges in applying the new 
framework following adoption. 

Ongoing 
 
 

Nicole Matthews 
Executive Manager 
Policy 
nmatthews@walga.asn.a
u 
9213 2039 

Grt Southern C 2022, 24 June 
Zone Agenda Item 7.3 
Local Government Cat 
Local Laws 

That the Great Southern Zone of WALGA; 
1) Acknowledge the challenges with gazettal of 

Cat Local Laws, which meet community 
expectations, under current legislation, 
particularly in relation to cat containment 
within the property of the owner, and control 
of cats in public places and;  

2) Write to WALGA State Council seeking an 
update and feedback on resolution 
232.4/2021; and; 

State Council at its December 2022 meeting resolved 
as follows; 
That: 

3.10  Reform of the Cat Act 2011 
 
 That the WA Local Government sector 

requests the WA State Government 
prioritise reforms to the Cat Act 2011, in 
accordance with the Statutory Review 
undertaken and tabled in the State 
Parliament on 27 November 2019. 

February 2023 Tony Brown 
Executive Director, 
Member Services 
tbrown@walga.asn.au 
9213 2051 

mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/bushfireframeworkreview2019
https://www.dplh.wa.gov.au/bushfireframeworkreview2019
mailto:nmatthews@walga.asn.au
mailto:nmatthews@walga.asn.au
mailto:tbrown@walga.asn.au
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Great Southern Country Zone – STATUS REPORT 

Zone Agenda Item Zone Resolution WALGA Response Update WALGA Contact 
 

3) Write to the Honourable John Carey, Minister 
for Housing, Lands, Homelessness and Local 
Government requesting an update and 
timelines associated with updates to the Dog 
and Cat Acts. 
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ATTACHMENT No.5 - Item 6.2.1 Great Southern Country Zone Action Items Report – February 2023 
 

Back to Item 6.2.1 

Great Southern Country Zone – ACTION ITEMS 

ZONE MEETING 
DATE / ITEM 

ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
2022, 25 Nov 
Item 4.2.2 NBN 
Emergency 
Management 
Preparedness 
Campaign – Guest 
Speaker 

That the Great Southern Country Zone APPROVES NBN 
Co’s offer to provide its Emergency Management 
Preparedness presentation to: Option 1 the February 2023 
Zone meeting. Katina Bowie is unable to attend the 
February meeting but has committed to presenting at the 
April Zone meeting. 

Feb 2023:  Katina Bowie, Community Engagement Manager, NBN 
has accepted the invitation to present at the Zone meeting on 21 
April 2023. 

Completed 
GSCZ-17/2/2023 

Janine 
Neugebauer 

2022, 25 Nov 
Item 6 Confirmation 
of Previous Minutes 

That the minutes of the Great Southern Country Zone 
meeting held on 28 October 2022, as previously 
circulated, be confirmed as a true and accurate record of 
the proceedings, SUBJECT TO Part 2 of the Resolution at 
Item 7.2.2 Reliable Digital Connectivity / 
Telecommunications being amended as follows: 
2. That the Great Southern Zone requests WALGA 

to advocate to for the upgrade of existing 
infrastructure (towers). 

Feb 2023:  Minutes corrected as per resolution and circulated for 
confirmation with the GSCZ Agenda for the 17 February 2023 
meeting. 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Janine 
Neugebauer 

2022, 25 Nov  
Item 7.1.2 Zone 
Financial Report 

That the Great Southern Country Zone: 
1. RECEIVES the Zone Financial Report for the four 

months ended 31 October 2022;  
2. APPROVES revised 2022/23 Zone Member 

Subscriptions increased from $255 to $550 (ex GST); 
and 

3. ENDORSES the Zone Budget 2022-23. 
 

Feb 2023:  Completed – all Zone Member subscriptions have been 
paid. 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Rick Murray, 
WALGA Chief 

Financial Officer 

2022, 25 Nov 
Item 7.1.3 Zone 
Banking Authority – 
Approve Changes 

That the Great Southern Country Zone of the WA Local 
Government Association APPROVES changes to bank 
signatory and access authorities for Commonwealth Bank 
account number: 10089139 BSB: 066-515 Katanning 
branch, as follows: 
1. REMOVE all previously approved signatories and 

online banking access authority (as applicable), 

Feb 2023:  Completed – Rick Murray, WALGA Chief Financial 
Officer – confirmed WALGA Finance Team now has access to the 
Great Southern Country Zone bank accounts. 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Rick Murray, 
WALGA Chief 

Financial Officer 
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Great Southern Country Zone – ACTION ITEMS 

ZONE MEETING 
DATE / ITEM 

ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
including Veronica Fleay, Annabel Paulley, and Chris 
Pavlovich; and 

2. AUTHORISES the following WA Local Government 
Association employees as account signatories and for 
online banking access: 

a. Rick Murray (Chief Finance Officer),  
b. Tina Mosscrop (Accounting Manager), and 
c. Tony Brown (Executive Director Member 

Services). 
3. CHANGES the mailing address from PO Box 100, 

Woodanilling, WA 6316 to PO Box 1544, West Perth 
WA 6872. 

2022, 25 Nov 
Item 7.3.1 April 2023 
Zone and Regional 
Roads Group Meeting 
Schedule 

Option 1 - That the Great Southern Country Zone offers 
the Regional Road Group to schedule its meeting to 
coincide with the Zone on 21 April 2023, with the Zone 
meeting to commence at 12.00pm. 

The Great Southern Regional Roads Group meeting has been 
confirmed to coincide with the Zone meeting on 21 April 2023 at 
Shire of Kojonup. 

Completed 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Janine 
Neugebauer 

2022, 25 Nov 
Item 7.3.2 Zone 
Meeting Dates 2023 

That the Great Southern Country Zone endorses the 
following listed 2023 meeting dates and host Local 
Governments: 
CARRIED 

17 February Kent 

21 April Kojonup 

23 June Plantagenet 

25 August Albany 

24 November Broomehill -Tambellup 
 

Emails to each LG’s CEOs. Sent 08/02/2023 Completed 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Janine 
Neugebauer 

2022, 28 Oct  
Item 4.2.1 
Guest Speaker 
Request – Western 
Power 

That the Great Southern Country Zone: 
1. Invites Western Power to attend and present at the 

first Zone meeting in 2023 (date to be confirmed); & 
2. Requests Western Power to address the following 

topics of interest to the Zone: 
a. Power availability - regional areas have been 

given 34 amps, versus Metro with 64 amps. 
Why? 

b. Standalone power systems. Process and costs to 
obtain system upgrades. 

Western Power confirmed as speaker at the GSCZ meeting on 17 
Feb 2023 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Janine 
Neugebauer 
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Great Southern Country Zone – ACTION ITEMS 

ZONE MEETING 
DATE / ITEM 

ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
c. Pole top fires and new infrastructure – update 

required. 
d. Where does Western Power sit with the 

Southdown Powerline easement? 

2022, 28 Oct  
Item 7.1.3 
Great Southern Zone 
Roads Committee 

That the Great Southern Roads Report be received and the 
$4000.00 per Zone Local Government funding request be 
forwarded to all Local Governments for their 
consideration and that a formal request be made to the 
Great Southern Development Commission as well as RDA 
Great Southern. 

08/11/2022 Emailed Zone Members and CEO’s requesting action: 

 Road Data Collection funding contribution requested (Great 
Southern Roads Committee) – Local Governments will need 
to consider a request for a contribution of $4000 (each) – 
refer resolution at Item 7.1.3 in the attached minutes. 

IN PROGRESS Zone Executive 
Officer 

Lyn Fogg 

2022, 28 Oct  
Item 7.2.4 
Designated Area 
Migration Agreement 
(DAMA) Project 

4. Engage Ernst & Young Global Limited to develop the 
Great Southern Zone DAMA Business Case in line 
with the project scope and fee structure outlined in 
the consultant submission; and 
a. Authorises the Great Southern Country Zone 

President and RDA GS Chair to execute the 
engagement authority with the selected 
consultant. 

Consultant engagement letter executed by Zone President on 6 
January 2023 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Zone President, 
Cr Chris 

Pavlovich 
 

5. Endorse WALGA invoicing: 
b. Regional Development Authority Great 

Southern Inc and Great Southern 
Development Commission for $10,000 each 
as their individual agency contributions to the 
project. 

 
MOU executed by GS Development Commission 23/01/2023 
 

 
IN PROGRESS 

Lyn Fogg 
Zone Executive 

Officer 

6. Requests Zone Member Local Governments to pay 
their invoiced DAMA project contribution by 15 
November 2022, to enable Business Case 
preparation to progress. 

All payments with the exception of GSDC are paid. COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Lyn Fogg 
Zone Executive 

Officer 

7. Endorse the Shire of Kojonup CEO and the Regional 
Development Authority Great Southern Inc CEO to 
act jointly as the Zone representatives for 
communication between the consultant and the 
Zone and member Local Governments to facilitate 
preparation of the Business Plan. 

 IN PROGRESS Kojonup CEO 
RDAGS CEO 
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Great Southern Country Zone – ACTION ITEMS 

ZONE MEETING 
DATE / ITEM 

ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
8. Requests the Regional Development Authority 

Great Southern Inc to formally present its DAR 
operating model, service agreement and fee 
structure for consideration at the first 2023 meeting 
of the Great Southern Country Zone. 

14/11/2022 Emailed RDA-GS, CEO requesting the required details 
to be provided by week ending 3 February, for consideration at 
the Zone’s February 2023 meeting. 
 
24/01/2022 Draft MOU provided to Zone Chair by RDA-GS, with 
further consultation in emails dated 06 – 09/02/2023. 

IN PROGRESS Lyn Fogg 
Zone Executive 

Officer 

2022, 26 Aug  
Item 7.2.1  
Designated Area 
Migration Agreement 
(DAMA) 

That a working group consisting of three Great Southern 
Local Government Authority CEOs from the Shires of 
Kojonup, Katanning and Plantagenet, and the Great 
Southern Country Zone President, be established to 
progress the DAMA on behalf of all committed Great 
Southern Local Governments. 
 
DAMA Working Group Charter: 
1. Recommending the committed Local Government’s 
consult with their respective industries on skill shortages 
and gather supporting evidence by Friday, 23 September 
2022. 
2. (a) Review the other WA DAMA business cases and their 
learnings to determine our process and next steps; and 
(b) Prepare a draft budget and scope of works for the 
business case and prepare a shortlist of suitable 
contractors to quote on the business case by 17 October 
2022. 
3. Prepare the final report with recommendations for the 
next Great Southern Country Zone meeting on Friday, 28 
October 2022. 
 
The meeting AGREED that the DAMA Working Group 
meetings should include representation from the Great 
Southern Development Commission (GSDC) and Regional 
Development Australia Great Southern (RDA-GS) 

Working Group Terms of Reference conclude as at 28 October 
2022. 
 
GSCZ 28/10/2022 - refer item 7.2.4 -Resolution to extend Charter: 
10. Endorse the Great Southern Country Zone DAMA Working 

Group Charter being extended to include review and 
recommendation to the Zone of the Draft Business Case. 

ONGOING DAMA Working 
Group (Zone) 

2022, 26 Aug  
Item 7.3.2  

Action (GSCZ 24/06/2022): Each Zone council to discuss 
and prioritise key outcomes to be achieved to improve 

GSCZ 28/10/2022 Item 7.2.2 - Responses received: - Denmark, 
Gnowangerup, Kent,  
Resolved: 

 
IN PROGRESS 

ZONE MEMBER 
LGs 
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ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
Reliable Digital 
Connectivity / 
Telecommunications 

telecommunications in regional areas and report back to 
the Zone.  
Action (GSCZ 26/08/2022): If Local Governments could 
respond by 31 October 2022, so that this issue can be 
considered at the November 2022 meeting.  

1. That Local Governments identify to the Zone Executive Officer 
at least one priority digital / telecommunications blackspot 
area within their District, supported by evidence and 
justification, to enable a targeted advocacy to be undertaken. 

GSCZ 28/10/2022 Item 7.2.2  
2. That the Great Southern Zone requests WALGA to advocate to 

for the upgrade of existing infrastructure (towers). 
Feb 2023 Update: Referred for consideration at the State Council 
Meeting on 7 December 2022, where the matter was referred to 
the Infrastructure Portfolio – MATTER TRANSFERRED TO STATE 
COUNCIL ZONE STATUS REPORT 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Ian Duncan 
Executive 
Manager 

Infrastructure 

2022, 26 Aug  
Item 8.2  
Change to Bank 
Signatories 

1. That the Great Southern Zone of the WA Local 
Government Association makes the following changes to 
bank signatories for its Commonwealth Bank account 
number: 10089139 (BSB: 066-515 Katanning branch) : 
a. Remove: Veronica Fleay and Annabel Paulley. 
b. Add: WA Local Government Association Chief Finance 
Officer Rick Murray and Finance Manager, Tina Mosscrop  
2. That the Great Southern Zone of the WA Local 
Government Association changes the postal address for all 
bank correspondence relating to the Commonwealth Bank 
account number: 10089139: from PO Box 100, 
Woodanilling, WA 6316 to PO Box 1544 West Perth WA 
6872. 
3. That the Great Southern Zone of the WA Local 
Government Association requests that the 
Commonwealth Bank removes Annabel Paulley from 
online banking viewing access relating to account number: 
10089139 and provides online banking access to Chief 
Finance Officer Rick Murray of the WA Local Government 
Association. 

Feb 2023 Update:  Completed –  Rick Murray, WALGA Chief 
Financial Officer – confirmed WALGA Finance Team now has 
access to the Great Southern Country Zone bank accounts. 

COMPLETED 
GSCZ-17/02/2023 

Rick Murray, 
WALGA Chief 
Financial Officer 



Great  Southern Country Zone  
MINUTES 17 February 2023 

 
 

 
Page | ix 

Great Southern Country Zone – ACTION ITEMS 

ZONE MEETING 
DATE / ITEM 

ZONE RESOLUTION ZONE RESPONSE STATUS 
RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
2022, 26 Aug Item 
10.6 Great Southern 
Roads Sub-Committee 

3.  That the Great Southern Country Zone WALGA formally 
request from Co-operative Bulk Handling a copy of their 
prioritized list of routes for the Great Southern Region. 
 
 
 
4.  That the Great Southern Council Zone WALGA formally 
request from Bunge Grain Services a copy of their 
Prioritiesed list of routes for the Great Southern Region. 

Resolution 3: 
Rob Dickie, CBH Head of Government and Industry Relations 
advised 07/10/2022: 
~ CBH has provided advice to the Secondary Freight Group 
regarding priority roads. 
~ CBH is unable to extract / provide additional data (to that 
already provided) as they are already in 'harvest' 
~ CBH suggest that the State Government's Revitalising 
Agricultural Region Freight Strategy, may assist the Zone.  
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/Freight-Ports/revitalising-
agricultural-region-freight-strategy.asp  
Resolution 4: 
Emailed request to Bunge Group Logistics, Steve Camarri on 
07/10/2022. Awaiting response 

SUSPENDED – 
SUBJECT TO 
CONSULTANCY RFQ 

Lyn Fogg 
Zone Executive 

Officer 

2022, 22 Apr  
Item 8.2  
Creation of the Great 
Southern Roads Sub-
Committee 

Sub-Committee Terms of Reference: 
1. To investigate the current road infrastructure right 
across the networks (State, Regional Road Group roads 
and other local roads) as to their fit for purpose from a 
freight task and road safety and efficiency perspective 
both now and in the next 20 years. 
2. Once the data is known, make recommendations to the 
Great Southern Zone of WALGA in order for them to 
advocate and seek funding to remedy the shortfalls. 
3. Co-opt members as required to fulfil the above task as 
there will be outside technical expertise required from 
time to time. 
4. Report progress of sub-committee to the Great 
Southern Zone of WALGA at each of its meetings. 
5. Finalise a report for publishing prior to the end of 2023-
24 financial year. 
6. Group to cease operations on 30 June 2024. 
Members: Cr Mark Paganoni, Cr Kevin Gale, Cr Dale 
Douglas, Cr George Pollard, Cr Scott Crosby, Simon Lyas 
(RDA Great Southern) and Cr Len Handasyde.  

28 Oct 2022: Zone Executive consulted with the 'Sub-Committee' 
Chair, who confirmed transition to the name 'Great Southern 
Roads Committee'.  Zone Agenda template updated. 

Ongoing to  
30 June 2024 
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