
Development 

Approval Function 

for Single House 

Development –

Supporting Officer 

Decision Making



Acknowledgement

The Town of Mosman Park acknowledges the traditional 

custodians of the land on which we meet, and pays its respects 

to Elders past, present, and emerging



Reform



Legislation!





CONTEXT



We are here



Pre-July 1 Delegation



Pitfalls?
- Heavily engaged community with no ability to make deputations on proposals any further.

- Potential complaints regarding transparency and officer conduct.

- Weighting of valid objections.



What we needed

1. A process that gave weight to objections and undertook appropriate risk assessment

2. Transparency

3. Council support (visual, not influencing)

4. Protection of officers

5. A happy community and a satisfied Council



What we created



Council Policy
- Simple

- States that Council support the approach to guiding the Town’s 

development approval function through the preparation and use of 

a CEO Procedure

- For the purposes of mitigating potential for complaints

- Demonstrates trust



CEO Procedure
- Applies a risk assessment approach to facets of the application

- Determines the appropriate determination officer

- Comes into play when valid objections cannot be mitigated and 

triggers a review of:

1. The potential impact of the variation the subject of the 

objection

2. The technical assessment and consideration on the nature 

of the variation

3. The number of objections received

4. Whether there are compounding minor variations that 

when taken into account as a whole have a larger impact 

than when viewed in isolation





Can we do this?

- Procedure can operate in isolation and is subject 

to the endorsement of the CEO

- No influence of Council on the procedure

- If there was no Policy, we would carry on. The 

Policy is a bonus



How are we doing?
A process that gave weight to objections and 

undertook appropriate risk assessment

Transparency

Council support (visual, not influencing)

Protection of officers

A happy community and a satisfied Council



Disclaimer

- Contextual

- May not be one size fits all

- Consider whether the product is right for you prior 

to application, or consult your local physician



lharris@mosmanpark.wa.gov.au



Thank You


	Slide 1: Development Approval Function for Single House Development –   Supporting Officer Decision Making
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Thank You

