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Dear Mayor Tracey Robert JP 
 

 
 
 
Thank you for your correspondence on Tuesday, 22 December 2020, received by my colleague 
Hon Alison Xamon MLC, in regards to the WALGA 2021 State Election Campaign, and thank you 
for your patience in our reply.  Please find below a formal response to the nine initiatives in 
WALGA’s 2021 State Election Campaign.  
 
In terms of the first six initiatives – Greening our Suburbs, Getting Goods to Market, Funding for 
Local Roads, Protecting our Coast, Lighting the Way, and Sport and Recreation - you have the full 
support of The Greens (WA). It is especially wonderful to see WALGA committing to building 
resilience in the Local Government sector by working towards mitigating the impending impact 
of climate change on our communities. Additionally, restoring and increasing funding to Local 
Governments is crucial to the continuation and upgrading of the services they provide. 
Presently, The Greens (WA) plan to support WALGA in their investment proposals outlined in 
the first six initiatives as illustrated in the WALGA 2021 State Election Campaign.  The only 
suggestion we would make is that Funding for Local Roads should also allow local governments 
to use these funds for upgrading on-road cycling infrastructure and that this cycling 
infrastructure funding decrease the local government funding contribution requirement to be in 
line with road projects to two-thirds State Government and one-third local government.  
 
Local Governments are a vital part of our democratic political system and their value cannot be 
understated; for Local Governments to function in their role and fulfil their responsibilities in an 
environment already suffering from the impacts of climate change, it is imperative that the State 
Government prioritise restoring and increasing funding in the areas you have detailed.  
 
The final three initiatives – Fairer Fees, New Act, and Working Together - presented in the 
WALGA 2021 State Election Campaign have been placed under the banner of Legislative Change, 
however, these aspects warrant individual responses.  
 
In relation to what is outlined under the Fairer Fees aspect, The Greens (WA) support WALGA’s 
notion of conducting an independent review into rate exemptions, fees and charges to ensure 
Local Governments are resourced appropriately, transparently and fairly.  Should the proposal 
be brought to the floor of Parliament, our current Members of Parliament and other Candidates 
for the 2021 State Election will advocate for the broad notion of an independent review and 
welcome a Parliamentary debate on the terms of reference of methodology. 
 
As you know, the 40th Parliament of Western Australia facilitated amendments to the Local 
Government Act 1995 and the State Government promoted plans to overhaul the Act consistent 
with the contemporary working environment. The Greens (WA) support this proposal on a 
conceptual level, as it is undoubtedly clear that for Local Governments to function effectively 
and respond to ongoing governance challenges, a new legislative framework is required.    
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The Greens (WA) agree that the Western Australian State Government and Local Governments 
have a complementary relationship in serving the Western Australian people. Neither the 
“leadership and policy direction” of the State Government, nor the “on-the-ground presence” 
Local Governments have in their local communities can be undervalued.  The Greens (WA) 
support the continuation of the Western Australian State Local Government Agreement and will 
encourage the partners to this agreement – The Government of Western Australia, The Western 
Australian Local Government Association (WALGA), and Local Government Professionals 
Australia WA (LG Professionals) – to continue to abide by the strategic framework and 
collaborate to meet the governance needs of Western Australia. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Emma Pringle and Gareth Doogue 
Co-Convenors of The Greens (WA) 
4 February 2021 


