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Via email: prebudgetsubs@treasury.gov.au 
 
Hon Michael Sukkar MP 
Assistant Treasurer; Minister for Housing; Minister for Homelessness, Social and Community 
Housing 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
 
Dear Assistant Treasurer 
 
2022-23 BUDGET SUBMISSION 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission in advance of the 2022-23 Budget.  
 
The Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) is an independent, membership-
based group representing and supporting the work and interests of 136 mainland Local 
Governments in Western Australia (WA), plus the Indian Ocean Territories of Christmas Island and 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands. The Association provides a voice for more than 1,200 Elected Members, 
approximately 22,600 Local Government employees, and the 2.68 million constituents that they 
serve and represent.  
 
WALGA is also a member of the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), the national 
voice of Local Government.  
 
WALGA writes in support of the priorities identified in ALGA’s Budget Submission. WA Local 
Governments are committed to work in partnership with the Commonwealth and State Governments 
to deliver a locally-led recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The priorities identified in ALGA’s 
Pre-Budget Submission will be essential to support the economic recovery in every community; 
improve our nation’s transport and community infrastructure; build local resilience to emergency 
events and the impacts of climate change; and help build a new circular economy. 
 
Transport and Community Infrastructure 
 
Local Governments in both metropolitan and regional WA play a critical role in the provision of 
infrastructure, including roads, public lighting and community infrastructure such as libraries, pools, 
sporting facilities, arts and culture facilities, parks and sportsgrounds.  
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The importance of Local Government infrastructure has been highlighted in recent times, with 
community infrastructure playing a particularly important role in the response to recent natural 
disasters and the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
However, population and financial pressures in some locations have meant that these vital 
community facilities can be over capacity, in need of repair and upgrade, or not available.  
 
There are further challenges for the provision of infrastructure in regional and remote areas of WA. 
The size and sparseness of the state means that there are significant challenges to funding and 
providing infrastructure, particularly due to thin labour markets and high freight costs.  
 
Addressing shortfalls in transport and community infrastructure remains a key priority for WA Local 
Governments to support their local economies and communities. 
 
Telecommunications and Digital Connectivity 
The capacity, reliability and resilience of critical telecommunications infrastructure across remote, 
regional and peri-urban Western Australia is inadequate and further funding is needed to address 
these shortfalls.   
 
Despite recent, welcomed investments by the Federal Government and telecommunications 
carriers, a significant proportion of mobile telephone cells have little or no power back-up. In 
emergency situations, residents, travellers and businesses have no alternative mechanism for 
communication. Emergency broadcasts through ABC radio do not provide a way for impacted people 
to seek assistance or advice.   
 
In WA, stakeholders including State Government agencies (Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services, Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development), Local Governments, power 
supply companies and telecommunications carriers are working cooperatively to prioritise 
improvements to the telecommunications network.  
 
Australian Government funded programs including Mobile Network Hardening Program (MNHP); 
Strengthening Communications Against Natural Disasters (STAND); and Peri-urban Mobile 
Program (PUMP) have improved the situation for some, but there remains a significant ongoing 
requirement for investment in this area.  
 
In particular, funding is required to enable adequate power backup for mobile telecommunications 
infrastructure in peri-urban areas of WA. This infrastructure was not funded by the Government’s 
Mobile Black Spot Program. Natural disasters in WA during 2021, including the Wooroloo bushfire 
in the Swan Hills area of Perth and Tropical Cyclone Seroja in the Mid-West region (affecting peri-
urban areas in regional towns as well as smaller towns and surrounds in the Mid-West), continue to 
highlight the vulnerability of this telecommunications infrastructure.   
 
Road Transport 
Upgrading and improved maintenance of the road network is essential in achieving ongoing 
improvements in freight productivity and improving road safety. 
 
Additional funding for programs such as the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program; 
Roads to Recovery; and the Black Spot Program is a key priority for WA Local Governments.  
 
With the value of Australian agricultural exports forecast to exceed $61 billion in 2021-22 on the 
back of record production of many commodities, there is also a need for sustained investment in 
supply chain infrastructure (road, rail and port) in order to improve efficiency and maintain our 
international competitiveness.  
 
The supply chain for almost every tonne of agricultural product exported from WA starts on a road 
managed by a Local Government.     
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A strategic plan for road and rail investment has been created and is under further development with 
Infrastructure Australia and Infrastructure WA.  Initial investments have been made through the 
Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Routes Program through the Roads of Strategic Importance program 
and the WA Agricultural Supply Chain Improvements Package.   
 
The need for upgrades to roads used by the agricultural sector in the Mid-West, Great Southern, 
Esperance and Wheatbelt regions have been identified and prioritised.   
 
Investment of a further $50 million per year over four years for the Local Government roads 
prioritised across the agricultural region, coupled with investments in rail and State roads will 
improve supply chain efficiency and capacity as well as increase road safety.  
 
Building Resilience 
 
Protecting communities from the impacts of bushfires, floods, and sea-level rise – and helping them 
adapt to climate change – are vitally important tasks for Local Government. But the sector requires 
more support to assist with these activities.   
Not only does effective mitigation reduce Commonwealth and state and territory expenditure on 
recovery after an event, but it is also important in reducing the risks faced by communities and 
preparing for increased future risks.   
 
Coastal Hazard Risk Planning 
A further priority for WA Local Governments is funding to enable the implementation of coastal 
hazard risk planning to build resilience against climate change.  
 
This is a significant issue for WA, given the State’s extensive coastline (approximately,13,000 km - 
almost double Queensland’s mainland coastline length and almost seven times longer than Victoria). 
Sea level rise is expected to be at least 0.9m by 2100, making coastal areas highly vulnerable to 
both erosion and inundation. This is a significant threat to infrastructure, including ports and roads, 
public assets, private houses and natural coastal ecosystems, noting that 80% of WA’s population 
live within 10 kilometres of the coast. 
 
The WA Government has estimated the cost of managing the 55 identified erosion hotspots in the 
State could be $110 million over the next five years and has called on the Commonwealth 
Government to contribute funding as part of a coordinated, whole of Government approach.  
 
The Commonwealth has recognised that coastal erosion and inundation is an issue of national 
importance but has not yet provided funding. A number of reviews and inquiries into coastal hazard 
management have been undertaken, which identify the risks to coastal settlements across Australia 
caused by increasing sea levels and the limited capacity of Local Governments to fulfill coastal 
hazard management responsibilities. Infrastructure Australia has also identified the development of 
a national coastal erosion and inundation strategy as a high priority initiative. 
 
WA Local Governments support the need for a sustainable, equitable and efficient funding model to 
enable the implementation of coastal hazard risk planning. It is considered that the Productivity 
Commission should be tasked to investigate an appropriate funding framework that shares the cost 
of coastal hazard management appropriately among all levels of Government and the community.  
 
Thank you for considering these issues in formulating the 2022-23 Budget. For further information, 
please contact Nicole Matthews, A/Executive Manager Strategy, Policy and Planning on  
0459 812 360 or nmatthews@walga.asn.au. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
President Cr Karen Chappel JP 
WALGA Acting President 


