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North Metropolitan Zone 
Held via MS Teams 

Wednesday, 16 February 2022 commenced at 6:30 pm 

Minutes 
MEMBERS 4 Voting Delegates from each Member Council 

  

City of Joondalup Cr Russ Fishwick JP 

 Cr Adrian Hill 

 Cr Nige Jones 

  

City of Stirling Mayor Mark Irwin 

 Cr Felicity Farrelly 

 Cr David Lagan - Chair 

 Cr Elizabeth Re 

 Mr Jamie Blanchard, Manager Governance – non-voting delegate 
  

City of Wanneroo Cr Jordan Wright 

 Cr Frank Cvitan JP 

 Cr Glynis Parker 

 Mr Daniel Simms, Chief Executive Officer – non-voting delegate 

  

WALGA Representatives Mr Tony Brown, Executive Manager Governance and Organisational Services 

 Mr Craig Hansom, Acting Executive Manager Commercial 

 Ms Kathy Robertson, Executive Officer Governance 

 
APOLOGIES 
City of Joondalup Mr James Pearson, Chief Executive Officer – non-voting delegate 
 Mayor Hon. Albert Jacob JP 
 Mr Jamie Parry, Director Governance and Strategy – non-voting delegate 
  
City of Stirling Mr Stuart Jardine, Chief Executive Officer – non-voting delegate 
  
City of Wanneroo Cr Chris Baker 

 
ABSENT 
 
DLGSC Representative  

  

Guest Speakers Mr Grant Robinson, Assistant Auditor General, Office of the Auditor General 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Zone Delegates were requested to provide sufficient written notice, wherever possible, on amendments to 
recommendations within the State Council or Zone agenda prior to the Zone meeting to the Chair and 
Secretariat. 

Agenda Papers were emailed 7 days prior to the meeting date to your Council for distribution to Zone 
Delegates.   

Acknowledgement of Country All attendees acknowledged the traditional owners of the land that the 
meeting is held on and paying respects to Elders past, present and future. 

Protocols for electronic meeting: 

• Chair or Zone Executive Officer went through the attendance list 

• Protocols: 

o Please mute your microphone once attendance has been taken 

o Please use the hand symbol if you wish to speak 

o Once identified by the Chair, please turn on your camera and unmute your microphone 

o Cameras do not need to be turned on for the duration of the meeting (especially if 

connection is unreliable) 
 
ATTACHMENTS TO AGENDA 

1. Draft Minutes of previous meeting 

2. Zone Status Report 

3. Standing Orders 

4. President’s Report 

5. State Council special meeting Agenda, 23 February 2022 

 

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
Elected Members must declare to the Chairman any potential conflict of interest they have in a matter before 
the Zone as soon as they become aware of it.  Councillors and deputies may be directly or indirectly 
associated with some recommendations of the Zone and State Council.  If you are affected by these 
recommendations, please excuse yourself from the meeting and do not participate in deliberations. 
 
Nil 

2 DEPUTATIONS 

 
 

2.1 Office of the Auditor General 

 
Grant Robinson from the Office of the Auditor General’s office was unable to attend the February Zone 
meeting and has confirmed that he will attend the April North Metropolitan Zone meeting and provide an 
audit update. 
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3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: Cr Jordan Wright 
Seconded: Cr Nige Jones 

 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Metropolitan Zone held on 18 November 2021 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.  

CARRIED 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 

 
A Status Report outlining the actions taken on the Zone’s resolutions was enclosed as an attachment.  
 

Noted  

5. REPORTS FROM MEMBER COUNCILS 

 
Nil  

6. STATE COUNCIL AGENDA - MATTERS FOR DECISION 

(Zone delegates to consider the Matters for Decision contained in the WA Local Government 
Association State Council Agenda and put forward resolutions to Zone Representatives on State 
Council) 

 

6.1 Special State Council Meeting Agenda – 23 February 2022 

 
The full State Council special meeting Agenda is included as an attachment to this Agenda and can also 
be found via link: State Council Special Meeting Agenda 23 February 2022 
 
The Zone is able to provide comment or submit an alternative recommendation that is then presented to 
the State Council for consideration. 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
3.1 Local Government Reform Proposal Submission 
1. That the recommendations contained in the ‘Local Government Reform Proposal Submission’ be 

endorsed. 
2. That WALGA: a. seek assurance from the Minister for Local Government that further detail on the 

proposed reforms will be provided to the sector for comment prior to the formulation of a draft Local 
Government Act Amendment Bill; and b. seek a formal commitment from the Minister for Local 
Government that WALGA actively participates in the legislative drafting process necessary to 
formulate a draft Local Government Act Amendment Bill. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: Cr Russ Fishwick JP 
Seconded: Cr Nige Jones 
 
That the North Metropolitan Zone supports all Matters for Decision as listed above in the Special 
State Council Meeting Agenda – 23 February 2022. 

CARRIED 
 

https://walga.asn.au/getattachment/be0cd704-e07c-446f-93be-47b33269e922/State-Council-Special-Meeting-Agenda-23-February-2022.pdf
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6.2 Ordinary State Council Meeting Agenda – 2 March 2022 

 
The full State Council Agenda can be found via link: State Council Agenda 2 March 2022  
 
The Zone can provide comment or submit an alternative recommendation that is then presented to the 
State Council for consideration. 
 
Matters for Decision 
 
5.1 Short-Term Accommodation Regulatory Scheme 
 
That the draft Short-Term Accommodation Regulatory Reform submission be endorsed 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: Cr Frank Cvitan 
Seconded: Cr Felicity Farrelly  
 
That the North Metropolitan Zone: 
1. Supports Matters for Decision, item 5.1 as listed above in the March 2022 State Council 

Agenda; and 
2. Notes all Matters for Noting and Organisational Reports as listed in the March 2022 State 

Council Agenda. 

CARRIED 
 
 

7. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

 

7.1 President’s Report to the Zone 

 
The WALGA representative presented the President’s Report.  Report is distributed with the Agenda. 
 
Noted 
 
 

7.2 State Councillor’s report to the Zone 

 
WALGA State Councillor presented on the previous State Council meeting. 
 
Noted 
 
 

7.3 Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries Representative Update 
 Report 

 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries representative did not attend the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
  

https://walga.asn.au/getattachment/4b194053-8aeb-4e8b-ac6f-608427e73dd2/State-Council-Agenda-2-March-2022.pdf
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8. BUSINESS 

 

8.1 Power Outages Over Christmas Period 

By City of Stirling 
 
Background 
 
During the Christmas period several suburbs within the City of Stirling experienced serious power outages. 
These outages came during the hottest days of 2021, at a time when people were at home celebrating the 
festive period. The peak of the outage came on Boxing Day, with 34,000 households and businesses 
losing power. Of these, over 20,000 homes and businesses lost power for over 12 hours.  
 
On 31 December the Minister for Energy, Hon Bill Johnston MLA, announced that the extended outage 
payment would be doubled from $80 to $160 for those homes which lost power for over 12 hours. The 
Minister’s statement also suggested that high bushfire risk conditions meant that repairs to Western Power 
infrastructure were delayed until it was safe to do so. 
 
Comment 
 
The Minister announced that an independent review into the outages would commence in the coming 
months, however, did not provide a timeframe for review’s completion. The Minister also did not commit 
to the public release of the report of the review. 
 
Councillor Lagan has suggested that WALGA NMZ request that Western Power present a report that 
details the following: 
- The underlying reasons for the inability of the Western Power network to manage power during a 

peak summer heat period. 
- The underlying infrastructure failures and possible requirements for network upgrades into the future 

to avoid similar power outages. 
- The impact of household uptake of solar power on the power grid within the WALGA North Zone and 

reasons why solar power storage and feed into the grid is unable to mitigate power outages during 
high summer heat periods. 

- The structure of payments and future payments to users within the WALGA North Zone who have 
suffered losses due to power outages, both as home owners and as business owners. 

- Expected expenditure from the State Budget for the upgrade and outage proofing of the power 
networks within the WALGA North Zone, so as to avoid future power outages during what is predicted 
to be more frequent heat wave events in the WA climate. 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: Cr David Lagan 
Seconded: Cr Elizabeth Re 
 
That WALGA writes to the Minister for Energy and request a report be provided to WALGA detailing 
specific issues relating to Western Power outages during late December 2021 and the heatwave 
period during Christmas. 

CARRIED 
 
  



 

North Metropolitan Zone Meeting 16 February 2022 
Page 8 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Annual Financial Audits 

By Cr Russ Fishwick JP, City of Joondalup 
 
Background 
 
The below Notice of Motion was adopted by the City of Joondalup at its meeting on Tuesday, 15 February. 
This is now brought to the North Metropolitan Zone for their information. 
 
City of Joondalup Motion 

 
That WALGA advocate that the Office of the Auditor General:  
1. complete Annual Financial Audits by 31 October each year;  
2. acknowledge that each local government is independent and that a local government’s audit should 

not be delayed allowing the completion of an audit for a third party;  
3. raise audit issues no more than four weeks from submission of the Annual Financial Statements; 

and 
4. acknowledge the requirement for local governments to recognise the transfer of road assets to Main 

Roads WA which result in the local government recognising a significant expense and Main Roads 
WA a significant revenue as this greatly distorts the operating result for the local government in the 
year in which the transfer occurs. 

 
Rationale 
 
The City of Joondalup’s 2020-21 Annual Financial Audit was approved by the Office of the Auditor General 
on 14 December 2021.   
 
The City is required under the Local Government Act (the Act) to prepare an annual financial report and 
to submit both the report and its accounts to its auditor by 30 September each year.  
 
Delays occurred due to the City awaiting final audited figures from the Mindarie Regional Council. 
Therefore the Office of the Auditor General needs to acknowledge that each Local Government is 
independent and that a Local Government’s audit should not be delayed allowing the completion of an 
audit for a third party.  
 
In addition to ensure the City is performing its duties under the Act any audit issues should be raised no 
more than four weeks from submission of the Annual Financial Statements to the Office of the Auditor 
General.  This will ensure the City is aware and can implement relevant changes in a timely manner.  
 
The delay in finalising the Annual Financial Audit by the Office of the Auditor General has been an issue 
for some local governments and is problematic for the sector. 
 
Furthermore, the City was required to accept the transfer of road assets to Main Roads as a “donation” 
which required the City to recognise a significant expense in its operating result.  Without this significant 
expense, the City would have recorded a small operating surplus, however with the expense being 
recorded, a loss has eventuated. 
 
Previously the transferring of assets to Main Roads was treated as an acquisition by them for a nominal 
value.  Thus, treating the transfer as an acquisition meant that only the residual costs of the assets would 
be recorded as an expense and not the full replacement value. 
 
It is felt that treating the transfer as an acquisition by Main Roads more accurately reflects the substance 
of the transaction. 
 
Noted  
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10. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next ordinary meeting of the North Metropolitan Zone will be held on Thursday, 21 April at the 
City of Joondalup, commencing at 6:30pm. 
 
 

11. CLOSURE 

 
There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 7:01pm. 

 
 

   

 

 

 


